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Chapter 8: Contents

• Citizen perceptions and International 
indicators

• Citizen tolerance

• Legal improvements

• Institutional framework against corruption

• The bottleneck in the Judiciary

• Who guards the guardians? The rol of the
Ombusdman and other human rights
agencies.

• Cases of corruption in public services.



“Guatemala Declaration for a  
Region free of corruption”

• For the first time, the issue of corruption and 
transparency brought the presidents of the Central 
American region together.

• It establishes an agreement at the highest political 
level to give priority to an issue and recognize it as a 
regional and transnational problem. 

• Follow up mechanisms indicate that most 
governments must try even harder, and civil society 
can contribute more towards this task



Efforts seem insufficient

• Corruption is a challenge to CA democracies.

• Easier to create electoral democracies, but not 
democratic rule of law.

• Citizen participation has increased through 
denunciation (media, in particular).

• Legal improvements and use of technology. 

• Serious institutional limitations remain or have 
deteriorated, which acts as a bottleneck.



Corruption victimization is high in relation to 
the developed world, 

but lower than perceived







Extensive legal advances: Base 
line for the Guatemala Declaration

• Ratification of international agreements and 

treaties

• Enactment of national legislation and progress 

with regard to access to information

• The investigative media 

• New technologies and internet use 

• More citizen participation channels



Weakness in the control mechanisms 
beyond financial limitations

• Uncoordinated proliferation of "toothless" 

institutions

• Lack of independence

• Non-existent witness protection

• Citizen distrust in control systems

• Fear and perception of incompetence 

encourage non-denunciation

• Widespread belief in offender impunity



Beyond the financial constraint…







Political Leadership and the “Guatemala 
Declaration for a Region Free of Corruption”

• Goals and relevant indicators 

• Work plan (timetable) and evaluation 

mechanism

• Responsibles

• Allocation of resources, and 

• Anticipated consequences or effects in case of 

non-compliance

Lack of compliance and discipline



THANKS! 
www.estadonacion.or.cr/estadoregion2008/


