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Voluntary guidelines for responsible governance of tenure of land
 and other natural resources
Land and other natural resources (including forests, fisheries and water), the greatest assets in most countries, provide the platform for food and shelter, economic production and a basis for social, cultural and religious values and practices. Rights of access for the poor are increasingly affected by climate change, violent conflicts and natural disasters, population growth and urbanization, and growing demands for land for agriculture and for new energy sources such as bio-energy. Responsible governance of tenure of land and other natural resource can help to reduce hunger and poverty and to support social and economic development. Weak governance is found in statutory as well as in informal and customary tenure arrangements. Typically elites acquire state resources, or officials use their power for self-enrichment, which has adverse consequences for society. The poor, and poor women in particular, are most vulnerable as they lack the ability to protect their rights. Weak governance fosters social inequality with potentially destabilizing consequences. It leads to environmental degradation. The abuse of state land and the evasion of taxes related to property are common. The arbitrary application of the rule of law discourages investment and constrains economic development. Weak governance flourishes where the law is complex, inconsistent or obsolete, and/or where officials are poorly trained and paid. Reversing weak governance requires overcoming disincentives for change.
FAO has been working since 2005 on governance of tenure of land and natural resources raising awareness and producing guidelines. As the next step FAO
 embarks on assisting countries wishing to develop a formal policy response to the problems of weak governance and corruption. This work is intended to result in voluntary guidelines for responsible governance of tenure of land and other natural resources prepared jointly by governments, civil society and international organizations and approved by FAO’s member nations, as well as other interested parties.

The work will draw on FAO’s experience in facilitating voluntary guidelines. The objective of the voluntary guidelines is to assist countries and their institutions to improve the governance of tenure and its administration as a means to alleviating hunger and poverty, enhancing the environment, supporting national and local economic development, and reforming public administration.
The voluntary guidelines will be gender-sensitive, and address the needs of the poor and vulnerable. The work will receive global and highest level attention. The work on the voluntary guidelines will include large regional and civil society consultations leading to the preparation of the draft voluntary guidelines for FAO’s regional conferences and governing bodies consideration. FAO and partners will support the implementation of the voluntary guidelines through national action plans and their implementation.
� With initial partners the Government of Finland, GTZ, the World Bank, UN-Habitat, IFAD, the International Federation of Surveyors FIG and the International NGO/CSO Planning Committee for Food Sovereignty IPC.





