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Main Issues Covered

 

         General assessment of the fight against corruption and implementation of the Declaration in the Central American region

         The importance of the Declaration as an instrument to combat subregional corruption

         Joint efforts between governments and civil society to implement the Declaration in the various countries in the region

         The need to continue to improve a follow-up mechanism to monitor implementation of the Declaration at both the national and subregional level

         Usefulness of the Declaration and the possibility of replicating the experience in other subregions.  

 

 

 

 

Main Outcomes

 

 

         The importance of the Declaration was noted, as well as the need to continue monitoring implementation and improve follow-up mechanisms

         Both the contribution of external panellists (ie. not from TI) and the questions and observations made by participants represented valuable new perspectives on the Declaration  

 

 

Main Outputs

 

 

         An analytical assessment of the levels of implementation of the Declaration and of the progress of the fight against corruption in the Central American region

         A detailed analysis of government efforts to implement the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption  

 

 

Recommendations, Follow-up Actions

 

 

       Improve the Declaration’s follow-up mechanism.  The possibility of creating indicators or of improving the current mechanism, which consists of country reports by both governments and civil society, was discussed

       Continue subregional meetings, both of and between government and civil society, in order to evaluate the state of the Declaration.  In this spirit, it was announced that the next meeting will take place in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, in November 2008 

        Promote activities and outcomes relating to the monitoring and implementation of the Declaration in other subregions

 

 

Workshop Highlights (including interesting quotes)

 

 

        Progres on both the implementation of the Declaration and the fight against corruption is slow and inconsistent in Central America, although there have been reforms and new regulations have been ratified to promote transparency, in terms of strengthening institutions, progress has been insufficient

       The Declaration is a tool that is dependent on the political will of those leading the various Central American countries, and as such, its implementation is subject to the decisions of the relevant civil servants and on civil society advocacy efforts, and not necessarily on the establishment of a formal sanctioning system

        The subregional nature of the Declaration offers a series of advantages, among which are the following.  Firstly, obligations made by governments in the region as part of international anti-corruption conventions such as the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption and the United Nations Convention Against Corruption.   Secondly, the Fac. that the Declaration applies to a subregion, allows more flexible, dynamic and relevant follow-up mechanisms to be established.  Thirdly, the similar historical, political and socioeconomic trajectories of the countries of the Central American region favours the Declaration without restricting countries to uniform responses.
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Alejandro Urízar, rapporteur and coordinator of the workshop, 31.10.08  

