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Title of Workshop: 

Faith and Security 

Moderator 

Katherine Marshall, Executive Director, World Faiths Development Dialogue, Senior Advisor, Berkley Center for Religion, Peace and War Affairs, Georgetown University, and Senior Advisor, World Bank

Rapporteur 

Rebecca Dobson, Transparency International Secretariat, Berlin

Panellists 

Gesine Schwan, former President, Viadrina European University

Geo Sung Kim, Chairperson, TI Korea, Board Member Transparency International

Mark Vlasic, Senior Institute Fellow, World Bank


Charles Sampford, Director, Institute for Ethics, Governance and Law (IEGL) and President, International Institute for Public Ethics

Summary 

This session focused on the linkages between faith-based institutions and the anti-corruption movement and the ways in which they can complement each other. Religious ideas were identified as a fundamental part of the culture of integrity and at the root of human rights and ethnical principles.

There has been some debate over whether or not faith based institutions should be considered NGOs, particularly considering their relative sizes. Nevertheless, there are many social initiatives, particularly in developing countries where religion is the motivating force, particularly in South America and Africa. There was recognition that faith-based organisations have been weak in recognising the importance of governance as they have been more closely concerned with the moral issues of poverty and human rights. There is not yet a comprehensive understanding of the fundamental nature of corruption as a cause of such social issues and, as such, it has not necessarily been considered a priority by religious organisations. It may be argued that until recently faith-based organisations have been blind to the importance of good governance.

There was recognition that as people of faith make up about three quarters of the population, they also constitute a large proportion of the population taking and making bribes. As such, if anti-corruption were integrated into the ethics of religion it may have a considerable impact on bribery and lead to a more complete moral consensus against the practice. There were four ways put forward in which religious institutions may have the potential to fight corruption:

· Religion is a rich source for the content of relevant norms;

· Religion could mobilise its members to support the ethics of integrity;

· Religion could advise its members on how to interpret and apply ethical norms; and 

· Religion gives its followers a reason to obey ethical norms.

The panel emphasised the need to recognise a global set of values that are derived from the full range of ethical cultures, as without taking these into consideration there can be no consensus and nuanced or appropriate solutions cannot be found. There is hope that faith-based organisations can be useful to the anti-corruption movement as they have a history of changing perceptions and hold a strong influence on people all over the world. 

Summary of presentations 

Katherine Marshall

The session began by raising questions about exactly what we mean by the linkages between faith, human security and the anti-corruption movement. Furthermore, there was emphasis that in looking at this field we must take into consideration not only the church and other ecumenical organisations, but also NGOs that derive their vision from the teachings of religion, such as Caritas, World Vision and Islamic Aid, and spiritual movements such as the Suffi movement and Buddhism. It was emphasised that faith based organisations are not only an enormous group in terms of numbers, but are also very diverse and complex, and on the surface at least do not have consensus in their approaches.

The question as to whether faith is part of the NGO sector was raised, particularly considering religion’s relative size, which dwarfs the NGO world. However, religion has a strong role to play, particularly when there has been conflict in a region there tends to be resurgence in religious belief. The longevity of religion as a force in human society was also emphasised – the idea that religion was present long before NGO work began and will possibly exist long after NGO movements have had their day. As such there is a strong argument that religion should be involved in the anti-corruption movement and that while the role it may play is complex, it is worth exploring.

Gesine Schwan

This presentation emphasised the importance of religion and the strength of its influence in many societies, particularly in Africa and South America. What we are searching for now, however, is for faith-based organisations to have a more analytical engagement with issues related to corruption. There is a tension in the faith community as such organisations often see their role as non-political. For example, in Germany where the church is willing to make statements on poverty it has not concentrated on corruption. As institutions focusing on moral issues they are not specialists in governance. Furthermore, organisations such as the Catholic church must wrestle with issues of democracy. They are not inherently democratic institutions as they have their own governance structures. The relationship between corruption and issues such as poverty, which churches have worked on historically, are not always clear. The abstract nature of the linkages sometimes makes it difficult for church based groups to engage. Nevertheless, it was considered that if a poll were taken of anti-corruption organisations, it might be surprising to find how many of the employees were motivated by religious values.

Geo Sung Kim

A study of the World Council of Churches website reveals a considerable lack of focus on corruption issues. While mentions of peace, human rights, poverty and climate change number in the thousands, corruption is only mentioned 40 times. This reveals a lack of awareness of the linkages between these issues and corruption. There was a strong emphasis on the fact that people of faith make up about three quarters of the population and therefore constitute a huge proportion of those bribing throughout the world. While faith-based organisations have often ignored the importance of fighting corruption and some of their practices can have contradictory messages for their followers in terms of corruption issues, so has the anti-corruption movement ignored the relevance of faith in the work that it does. Faith provides a moral and ethical framework which has meaning for many people and could be utilised to further the cause of fighting corruption. The importance of having a moral consensus within society to fight corruption cannot be under emphasised.

Charles Sampford

There is a high potential for faith based groups to help with the fight against corruption, for example:

· They are a rich source for the content of relevant norms;

· They can mobilise their members to support ethics and integrity;

· They can advise their members on how to interpret and apply ethical norms; and

· They can give their members reason to obey the ethical norms.

It would be very short-sighted to ignore the writing of religious scholars on matters of ethics as they have been the most prolific writers throughout history. While there is no consensus between religions, all have important ethical conclusions. Faith-based institutions are older than many states. As such they have been fundamental in providing some of the first social welfare systems and in much of the world they are still the main providers.

There are also issues that need to be addressed within faith-based institutions. As corruption is a feature of all institutions, faith-based organisations are no exception. Religious institutions could teach by example, ensuring that the governance structures within their own institutions are sound and robust.

The question was raised as to how faith-based organisations can be mobilised. It was suggested that there should be a dialogue on values in order to identify the similarities. In relation to security it was suggested that one of these common threads would be that most religions preach peace. The role of religious groups should be limited to an advisory role as no one institution should be able to make the rules, advise and punish. 

Mark Vlasic

The issue of whether or not religious organisations could be considered NGOs was touched upon lightly. Furthermore, the point that religion could be used as a force for bad was highlighted, illustrated by the religious violence that has left many in the Balkans still suffering. Nevertheless, the force for good that religion often provides was illustrated by the assertion that the Catholic Church could be considered the largest NGOs in the world.

While there may have been little interest in corruption by religious institutions, the Vatican did hold a conference on corruption a few years ago, so interest is growing and momentum is building. It is important however, that before faith-based organisations become involved in the debate, they need to fully understand the consequences. The unintended consequences of well meaning actions can have profoundly negative implications.

The presentation focused on the assertion that religious institutions should focus their efforts on demanding effective and transparent asset/income declarations. Religious institutions should encourage their governments to ensure that public officials file asset and income declarations and that there is a penalty for doing so incorrectly. This would provide the citizenry with ample grounds on which to question a civil servant who was somehow able to afford a large estate or expensive car, when his or her asset declarations reported modest income or assets. Furthermore, penalties for false disclosure provide an additional avenue for prosecuting corrupt officials, particularly as proving corruption in a court of law is often difficult and complex. This would be an appropriate course for religious institutions to take as it would not drag them into the controversial arena whereby they would have to confront individual pubic officers and accuse them of corruption, thereby risking reputations and potentially resulting in individual retaliation.



Main Outputs 

Katherine Marshall

Report on the connection between faith and governance, to be issued by the Berkley Center.

Recommendations, Follow-up Actions 

The provision of education for leaders on the integral nature of corruption in contributing to inequality, poverty and other issues that they currently work on was highlighted. 

The suggestion that a survey on religious motivations be conducted on people working on governance and anti-corruption issues was considered as a way to highlight the linkages.

There was a concrete proposal to involve faith-based institutions in an integrity initiative calling for full financial disclosure of national governments. 

In order for faith-based organisations to play a role in the anti-corruption movement they should lead by example and set high good governance standards within their own institutions.

The anti-corruption movement could assist religious movements to identify their role in fighting corruption and integrating governance into their current work.

 

Highlights 

Gesine Schwan

‘For many of them this fight is not sufficiently directly involved in human poverty – it is too abstract to make the link. It is not considered basic for overcoming poverty.’

Signed

Rebecca Dobson
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