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Plenary 1:  Corruption,  Peace & Security 

15:00 -  16:30,  30 October,  2008 

 

M r  UGAZ (M oderator) :  

Vio lence and ins tab i l i t y  a re  a  cons tan t  in  m os t  o f  the  so-ca l l ed  undeve loped 

count r ies  where  m i l l i ons  o f  c i t i zens  are  condem ned to  l i ve  or  d ie  in  inhum an 

cond i t ions .  Th i r t y  yea rs  la te r ,  in  a  rem arkab le  speech  dur ing  the  Spr ing  m eet ing  

o f  the  W or ld  Bank ,  he ld  on  the  1
s t

 o f  Oc tober  1996,  t he  fo rm er  Pres ident ,  Mr  

Jam es  W ol fensohn,  address ing  what  he  ca l led  the  Counc i l  o f  Cor rup t ion ,  s ta ted  

tha t  cor rup t ion  underm ines  deve lopm ent  and d iver ts  resources  f rom the  poor  t o  

the  r ich .  I t  e rodes  the  bas is  f o r  a id  p rogramm es and hum ani ta r ian  re l i e f  and  we  

a l l  know tha t  i t  i s  a  m ajor  bar r ie r  t o  sound and equ i tab le  deve lopm ent .  

 Cor rup t ion  does  not  on l y genera te  econom ic  resu l ts  tha t  benef i t  c rooks .  I t  

a lso  condem ns  a  la rge  por t i on  o f  the  wor ld  popu la t ion  to  l i ve  in  unacceptab le  

cond i t ions .  B i l l ions  o f  do l la rs  tha t  cou ld  be  inves ted  in  t h i rd  wor ld  count r ies  to  

a l l ev ia te  hunger ,  p rov ide  work ,  educat ion ,  hea l th  o r  hous ing ,  a re  d i ver ted  to  a  

m ere  m inor i t y ,  and a l l  because o f  cor rup t ion .  

 Accord ing  to  T ransparency In te rna t iona l ,  in  2004,  approx im ate l y 390 

b i l l i ons  were  used to  pay br ibes .  Im ag ine  a l l  tha t  cou ld  have  been ach ieved  wi th  

tha t  m uch m oney.  Cor rup t ion  k i l l s  and  harms  peop le  and o f  course ,  ser ious ly  

v io la tes  our  hum an r igh ts .   

I t  i s  by no  m eans  a  co inc idence tha t  m os t  o f  the  count r ies  w i th  bad 

per fo rm ance ra tes  in  te rms  o f  the  respec t  o f  hum an r igh ts  a re  a t  the  sam e t im e 

ident i f ied  as  h igh l y cor rup t  count r ies .  This  s i tua t ion  fue ls  v io lence and soc ia l  

conf l i c t .   

On the  o ther  hand,  t he  im pac t  o f  cor rup t  p rac t ices  in  pub l ic  i ns t i tu t ions 

cont r ibu tes  to  and fac i l i ta tes  insecur i t y  in  severa l  s ta tes  and reduces  the  

chances  o f  f ind ing  s t ruc tura l  so lu t ions .  Par t icu la r l y  im por tan t  is  the  re la t i on  

be tween cor rup t ion ,  j ud ic ia l  adm in is t ra t ion  and im pun i t y.  

O f  course ,  r ich ,  s tab le  and we l l -governed  count r ies  can be a f fec ted  by 

cor rup t ion ,  as  recur ren t  scanda ls  dem ons t ra te  in  t he  USA,  Japan,  F rance,  I t a l y,  
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UK and m any o ther  count r ies ,  bu t  t here  is  no  doubt  tha t  the  th rea t  to  secur i t y  in  

these count r ies  is  no t  as  severe  as  i t  i s  i n  poor  count r ies .  

Fur therm ore ,  o rgan ised c r im e in  the  fo rm o f  d rug  t ra f f ick ing ,  a rm s 

t ra f f ick ing  and te r ro r i sm ,  as  is  the  case in  Mex ico ,  the  Sudan and Pak is tan  fo r  

exam ple ,  cons t i tu tes  a  rea l  cha l lenge to  the  v iab i l i t y  o f  the  s ta tes  f rom  which  

these i l lega l  g roups  opera te .  

In  th is  p lenar y sess ion ,  we in tend to  address  som e of  these prob lem s,  

f rom d i f f e ren t  po in ts  o f  v iew,  w i th  th is  ex t raord inary pane l  we have here  wi th  us  

th is  a f te rnoon.  I  wou ld  now l ike  to  ca l l  upon H is  A l l  Ho l iness ,  Archb ishop and  

Ecum enica l  Pat r i a rch  Var tho lom eos ,  to  sha re  w i th  us  h is  ideas  on  these  issues .  

 

His All Holiness, Bartholomew, Archbishop of Constantinople, New Rome and 

Ecumenical Patriarch 

 
Your  Exce l lenc y,  Pr im e Min is te r  Karam anl is  o f  the  He l len ic  Repub l ic ,  

Honorab le  Mem bers  o f  the  Governm ents  here  represented,  

Your  Honor ,  Jus t ice  Bar r y O 'Keefe ,  

Cha i r  o f  the  13
t h

 IACC Counc i l  and  Program  Commit tee ,  

Mem bers  o f  T ransparency In te rna t iona l  and T ransparency In te rna t iona l  

Greece,  

D is t ingu ished Par t ic ipants  and Gues ts ,  

Dear  F r iends ,  

 

W e br ing  you warm  greet ings  f rom  the  Ecum enica l  Pa t r ia rchate  o f  

Cons tan t inop le ,  f rom our  centur ies -o ld  sp i r i tua l  cen ter  in  m odern-da y Is tanbu l .  

W e thank  you fo r  th i s  inv i ta t ion  to  be  wi th  you toda y,  and  to  address  th is  m os t  

respec ted assem bly a t  the  Th i r teenth  In te rna t iona l  An t i -Cor rup t ion  Conference.  

S ince i t s  f i r s t  m eet ing  in  W ash ing ton  DC in  1983,  the  IACC has  o f fe red  the  

contem porary wor ld  a  un ique fo rum  for  conf ron t ing  the  deep-sea ted cond i t ion  o f  

cor rup t ion  on  every leve l  o f  hum an exper ience.  

 

As  Ecum enica l  Pat r ia rch ,  we com e to  you  f rom  an anc ien t  i ns t i t u t ion  o f  f a i th  

tha t ,  a t  m any t im es  th rough our  seventeen centur y cont inuous  h is to r y,  has  

s t rugg led  w i th  a l l  m anners  o f  cor rup t ion ,  f rom  wi th in  and w i thout .  W e have not  

on l y sur v i ved  a l l  these cha l lenges ,  bu t  our  cont inu ing  m in is t ry o f  serv ice  to  



 

3 

wor ld  bears  w i tness  a  cent ra l  t hem e o f  our  pure ly sp i r i tua l  m iss ion .  E loquent l y  

s ta ted  w i th  unasham ed hope by the  Apos t le  Pau l ,  whose foo ts teps  were  heard  in  

th is  ver y c i t y  two thousand years  ago when he m ounted Mars  H i l l  and addressed  

the  peop le  o f  A thens ,  and  whose  two  m i l l enn ia  o f  l egac y and accom pl ishm ent  

the  Chr is t ian  wor ld  observes  th is  year ,  these words  f rom  h is  le t te r  t o  the  

Rom ans ,  b r ing  cons tan t  hope and expec tancy to  t he  hum an fam i ly.  He says :  

 

The c rea t ion  i t se l f  a lso  sha l l  be  de l i vered  f rom  the  bondage  o f  cor rup t ion  in to  

the  g lo r ious  l iber t y o f  the  ch i l d ren  o f  God.  

 

Καί  αὕ τη  ἡ  κτ ίσ ις  ἐλευθερωθήσετα ι  ἀπό  τῆς  δουλε ίας  τῆς  φθορᾶς  ε ἰς  τήν  

ἐλευθερ ίαν  τῆς  δόξης  τῶν  τέκνων  τοῦ  Θεοῦ .  (Rom ans  8 :21)  

 

In  th is  b r ie f  dec la ra t ion  tha t  a f f i rm s a  greater  des t in y fo r  a l l  c rea t ion ,  the  

Apos t le  Pau l  has  o f fe red  to  a l l  o f  us ,  and par t icu la r l y  to  t h is  assem bly ga thered 

here  in  Athens ,  a  dec is ive  perspec t i ve  tha t  we are  g lad  to  o f f e r  to  you toda y.  

 

Cor rup t ion  t ru l y is  a  f o rm  of  hum an bondage,  a  s lavery tha t  ens laves  bo th  

those who engage in  cor rup t  and cor rup t ing  prac t ices ,  as  we l l  as  those whose  

l i ves  are  sub jec t  to  ru ina t ion .  The deso la t ion  tha t  i t  wreaks  on  the  hum an sp i r i t  

i s  in  f ac t  worse  fo r  t he  one who  bet rays  h i s  o r  her  va lues  and p r inc ip les  than  fo r  

the  ones  whose l i ves  are  gr ievous l y a f f ec ted  b y such bet ra ya l .  For  those who 

are  v ic t im s  o f  cor rup t ion  o f  any k ind  –  whe ther  i t  be  ph ys ica l ,  f inanc ia l ,  re l ig ious  

or  po l i t i ca l  –a lwa ys  have the  cho ice  to  endure  and to  v ind ica te  the i r  i n tegr i t y by 

the  pur i t y  o f  the i r  own m ot iva t ions ,  even in  the  face  o f  ab jec t  g reed and t yranny.  

On the  o ther  hand,  those who perpe t ra te  cor rup t ion  th roughou t  the  g lobe ,  

whether  i t  be  in  governm enta l  t u rp i t ude ,  eco log ica l  deprav i t y,  f inanc ia l  and 

econom ic  v ice ,  o r  re l ig ious  ha t red ,  r evea l  them se lves  as  the  m os t  dam aged o f  

sou ls ,  and are  o f ten  incapab le  o f  re tu rn ing  to  t he  san i t y –  t he  hea l th  –  o f  the i r  

own personhood.    

 

Th is  conference has  ga thered to  exam ine cor rup t ion  in  i ns t i tu t i ona l ,  indus t r ia l  

and governm enta l  sys tem s,  bu t  these  sys tem s do not  ex is t  apar t  f rom  the  

ind iv idua l  hum an persons  tha t  com pr ise  them .  As  we  seek  to  mon i to r  and check  

cor rup t ion ,  th rough t r ansparency,  accoun tab i l i t y ,  and enforcem ent  in i t i a t i ves ,  l e t  
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us  never  f o rge t  tha t  t here  is  a  f undam enta l  i ssue o f  persona l  respons ib i l i t y  tha t  

under l i es  every s ys tem  of  cor rup t ion .  

 

Jus t  as  respons ib le  i nd iv idua ls  r isk  pos i t i on ,  secur i t y ,  and soc ia l  s ta tus  to  

sound the  a la rm  in  cases  o f  cor rup t ion  –  the  adm irab le  “wh is t l e -b lowers ”—so i t  

i s  a lso  t rue  tha t  i t  i s  the  very lack  o f  such respons ib i l i t y  f o r  the  se l f  and  fo r  

o thers  tha t  g i ves  r i se  to  the  m ach ina t ions  o f  b r iber y,  was te fu lness ,  and  

c r im ina l i t y .  The fo rmer  r isks  l iber t y and ease in  the  cause o f  h igher  p r inc ip le ;  

the  la t te r  m is takes  escap ism  for  f reedom , and ephem era l  com for t  f o r  the 

bondage o f  the  sou l .  But  sure l y the  one  who recogn izes  t ru th ,  hones ty and  

jus t ice  is  the  one who has  a l read y been ,  as  the  Apos t le  Pau l  says ,  de l i vered 

f rom  the  bondage o f  cor rup t ion  in to  the  g lo r ious  l iber t y o f  the  ch i l d ren  o f  God.  

 

But  the  Apos t le  speaks  in  h is  ep is t l e  o f  a  f u tu re  s ta te ,  when c rea t ion  i t se l f  

sha l l  be  de l i vered f rom  cor rup t ion .  You who have ga thered fo r  th is  conference  

and who work  t i re less ly th rough the  year  in  o rder  to  end cor rup t ion  a t  every  

leve l  o f  hum an conduc t  a re  the  ones  who are  shar ing  in  tha t  p rom ise ,  and 

work ing  to  b r ing  about  a  “g lo r ious  l i ber t y”  f o r  a l l  o f  God ’s  ch i ld ren ,  w i thout  

respec t  to  t he i r  re l ig ious  persuas ion ,  rac ia l  i dent i t y  o r  e thn ic  o r ig in .   

 

F rom  our  C i t y ( Is tanbu l ) ,  t he  Ecum enica l  Pat r i a rchate  is  an  ac t ive  par tner  

w i th  you in  the  ongo ing  s t rugg le  aga ins t  cor rup t ion ,  bo th  in  a  sp i r i t ua l  and 

m ater ia l  sense.  As  Sa in t  Pau l  sa ys  in  another  p lace :  

 

For  we wres t le  no t  aga ins t  f lesh  and b lood,  bu t  aga ins t  p r inc ipa l i t ies ,  aga ins t  

powers ,  aga ins t  the  ru le rs  o f  the  darkness  o f  th is  wor ld ,  aga ins t  sp i r i tua l  

w ickedness  in  h igh  p laces .  (Ephes ians  6 :12)  

 

The Church  takes  very ser ious ly our  m iss ion  to  be  a  pos i t i ve  fo rce  fo r  peace,  

f o rg iveness ,  and love  in  t he  wor ld .  W e curse  no t  the  darkness ,  bu t  f rom  the 

L igh thouse tha t  we know as  Phanar ,  the  Sacred Cent re  o f  our  Or thodox  Fa i th ,  

we cont inue to  rad ia te  the  l igh t  o f  God as  we are  g i ven grace to  do  so .  Our  

m essage is  a  m essage,  a  “ logos , ”  o f  reconc i l i a t i on ,  as  the  Apos t le  Pau l  says  in  

ye t  ano ther  p lace :  
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God was  in  Chr is t ,  reconc i l ing  the  wor ld  un to  H im se l f ,  no t  im put ing  the i r  

t ransgress ions  un to  them ;  and has  comm i t ted  un to  us  the  word  o f  reconc i l ia t ion .  

( I I  Cor in th ians  5 :19)  

 

And  our  contex t  o f  f a i th  does  not  negate  what  another  hum an be ing  be l ieves .  

And in  pass ing  no  judgm ent  on  o thers ,  ne i ther  do  we negate  our  own fa i th ,  the  

fa i th  o f  m i l l i ons  and m i l l ions  o f  hum an be ings .  In  f ac t ,  our  f a i th  is  m ade s t ronger  

because we ac t  no t  on l y in  a  sp i r i tua l  wa y,  bu t  we br ing  concre te  resu l ts  to  our  

s t rugg le  aga ins t  the  cor rup t ion  o f  the  wor ld .  

 

Th is  is  wh y the  Ecum enica l  Pat r ia rchate  cont inues  i t s  p rogram  o f  address ing  

one o f  the  pr inc ip le  t hem at ic  s t ream s of  th is  year ’s  conference ,  c l im ate  change 

and the  cor rup t ion  o f  the  env i ronm ent .  W e recogn ize  in  our  ecum enica l  m iss ion  

a  respons ib i l i t y  f o r  t he  o ikos  –  the  house –  o f  the  wor ld  and a l l  who dwe l l  

there in ,  t he  o ikoum ene.  As  is  we l l  known ,  our  Pat r ia rchate  is  no t  a  “na t iona l ”  

Church ,  bu t  ra ther  t he  fundam enta l  canon ica l  express ion  o f  the  ecum enica l  

d im ens ions  o f  the  Gospe l  m essage,  and  o f  i t s  ana logous  respons ib i l i t y  t o  t he  

wor ld  and  to  t he  Church .  Thus  our  Pat r ia rchate  is  ca l led  “Ecum enica l . ”  

 

In  our  m iss ion  to  t he  o ikoum ene,  the  inhab i ted  wor ld ,  ser v ice ,  we cont inue to  

sponsor  the  Re l ig ion ,  Sc ience and the  Env i ronm ent  Movem ent ,  b r ing ing  together  

leaders  f rom  a l l  g rea t  f a i th  t rad i t i ons ,  w i th  renowned  sc ien t i s ts  and po l i t i ca l  

leadersh ip .  Our  cause is  to  seek  ways  in  the  prac t ica l  rea lm s  o f  dem ons t rab le  

sc ience and rea lpo l i t i k  –  no t  m ere  theory and ideo log y,  i n  o rder  to  c lear  the  a i r ,  

the  seas  and the  land  in  t he  serv ice  o f  the  great  hum an good .  

 

Dear  f r iends ,  we  have but  one p lanet  t o  share ,  one ecosphere  o f  m utua l  

ex is tence.  I n  the  Church ,  we speak  o f  the  Bod y o f  Chr is t  –  t he  Som a Chr is tou  –  

where  every m em ber  is  l i nked to  another .  

 

The eye cannot  sa y un to  the  hand,  I  have no need o f  you:  nor  aga in  the  head  

to  the  fee t ,  I  have no need  o f  you.  ( I  Cor in th ians  12 :21)  

 

W e have t rave l led  f rom the  Aegean to  the  Arc t ic  Seas ,  f rom the  Danube to  –  

th is  com ing Ma y –  the  R iver  N i le ,  a l l  w i t h  the  thought  to  f ind  prac t ica l  so lu t i ons  

to  the  cor rup t ion  o f  the  env i ronm ent  tha t  th rea tens  ever y l i f e  on  the  p lanet ,  
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hum an and an im al  a l ike .  And ye t  we know tha t  t he  t rans format ion  o f  soc ie t i es  

and sys tem s beg ins  w i th  each and ever y person tak ing  respons ib i l i t y  f o r  h im se l f  

and fo r  the  o ther  i n  h i s  m ids t .  

 

There fore ,  we conve y to  a l l  o f  you ,  the  pa r t ic ipants  in  t he  13
t h

 In te rna t iona l  

Ant i -Cor rup t ion  Conference,  our  hear t f e l t  b less ing  on  your  im por tan t  work .  May 

the  de l ibera t ions ,  workshops  and exper iences  o f  a l l  bu i ld  upon the  founda t ion  

la id  in  p rev ious  con ferences ,  par t icu la r l y  the  Dec lara t ion  tha t  em erged f rom 

Guatem ala  C i t y.  I t  was  there  tha t  a  ca l l  was  sounded fo r  f a i th -based en t i t ies  to  

becom e m ore  engaged in  t he  prom ot ion  o f  an t i - cor rup t ion  m easures  in  the 

genera l  ins t i t u t ions  o f  the  hum an fam i l y.  And we know tha t  as  agents  f o r  change  

in  soc ie t y,  ins t i tu t ions  o f  re l ig ious  fa i th  can have  an im pac t  on  the  governm enta l ,  

lega l  and soc ie ta l  es tab l ishm ents .  

 

In  a  wor ld  o f  unpara l l e led  techno log ica l  accom pl ishm ent  tha t  o f ten t im es  fee ls  

m ore  insecure  than  ever  –  w i tness  the  g loba l  c red i t  c r is is  –  t he  f igh t  f o r  bas ic  

hum an equ i t y and equa l i t y is  essent ia l  to  t he  res tora t ion  o f  ba lance and harm ony 

am ong a l l  peop les .  Greed,  te r ro r ,  oppress ion  –  these are  the  m arks  of  the  

bondage  o f  cor rup t ion  tha t  t h rea tens  ever y hum an sou l .  

 

May God grant  us  the  grace,  the  s t reng th  and the  m ora l  courage to  b reaks 

these bonds  asunder ,  so  tha t  every hum an person m ay go fo r th  in to  the  g lo r ious  

l iber t y o f  the  ch i l d ren  o f  God.  

 

So be i t .  Am en.  

 
 

M r UGAZ (M oderator) :  

W e have agreed tha t  each  par t ic ipant  w i l l  speak  fo r  ten  m inutes ,  a f te r  

wh ich  we w i l l  open the  d iscuss ion  to  the  m em bers  of  the  aud ience,  take  som e 

ques t ions  and then hear  som e f ina l  rem arks  and conc lus ions  f rom  th is  p lenar y.  

 I  now ca l l  upon Pro f .  N ikos  Passas  to  address  us  on  the  prob lem s o f  

t rans -nat iona l  c r im e,  te r ro r ism ,  c r im ina l  en terpr ises  and cor rup t ion .  

 

Prof .  P ASS AS:  
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 Thank  you ver y m uch.  Le t  m e f i r s t  express  m y gra t i t ude  fo r  inv i t ing  

m e to  re tu rn  to  m y hom etown,  wh ich  I  le f t  28  years  ago.  Th is  wonder fu l  

conference m akes  me an even prouder  A then ian .  Σας  ευχαρ ιστώ  πολύ .  (Thank  

you,  i n  Greek) .  

 The m ain  po in t  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  m ake is  tha t  cor rup t ion  is  no t  j us t  an  

o f fence and s ign i f ican t  p rob lem  in  i t se l f ;  i t  i s  a  core  soc ie ta l  p rob lem ;  i t  e rodes  

the  very hear t  o f  governance,  secur i t y ,  the  ru le  o f  law and pub l i c  po l ic y,  and th is  

w i l l  becom e inc reas ing l y c lear  as  each  speaker  takes  the  pod ium .  

 There  are  th ree  ways  in  wh ich  cor rup t ion  cont r ibu tes  to  secur i t y  

p rob lem s.  The f i r s t  i s  tha t  i t  f ue ls  m i l i t ancy,  tha t  is  to  say i t  c rea tes  the  

cond i t ions ,  the  env i ronm ent  in  wh ich  gr ievances  dr i ve  peop le  to  despa i r  and  

m ot iva te  them  to  take  up  arm s  and v io len t l y  f i gh t  f o r  som e fo rm  o f  a  reso lu t ion .  

Cor rup t ion  cor responds  to  oppress ion ;  i t  i s  a  v io la t ion  o f  hum an r igh ts ;  i t  

cons t i tu tes  a  prob lem  o f  inequa l i t y  t ha t  i f  unaddressed,  i f  unar t i cu la ted  can lead 

to  conf l i c t  and  ac ts  o f  te r ro r ism .  Ac ts  tha t  a re  jus t i f ied  in  the  m inds  o f  m i l i tan ts .  

And som et im es  they have a  po in t .   

Another  exam ple  is  when recons t ruc t ion  e f fo r ts  a re  be ing  m ade in  conf l i c t  

zones  and there  is  cor rup t ion  in  p rocurem ent  and pub l ic  works .  W hen serv ices 

are  no t  p rov ided ,  then tha t  adds  to  despera t ion ,  tha t  adds  to  i l l  f ee l ing  and tha t  

resu l ts  in  conf l i c t .   

W e wi l l  hear  som e exam ples  f rom  m y fe l l ow pane l l i s ts ,  so  I  w i l l  no t  add  

anyth ing  a t  th is  po in t .   

The second way in  wh ich  cor rup t ion  con t r ibu tes  to  a  lack  o f  secur i t y  is  

tha t  cor rup t ion  fac i l i t a tes  par t icu la r  te r ro r i s t  ac ts .  Exam ples  o f  th is  inc lude the  

c ross ing  o f  borders  by cor rup t  o f f ic ia ls ,  in  Chechn ya fo r  exam ple .   

W e have seen the  ease w i th  wh ich  peop le  can p lace  a  bom b on an  

a i rp lane.  W e have  seen tha t  in  the  bom bing o f  the  A i r  Ind ia  f l igh t  f rom  Canada to  

Ind ia .   

W e a lso  have lega l  and i l lega l  en terpr ises  prov id ing  suppor t  to  m i l i tan t  

causes .  W e have seen tha t  w i th  conf l i c t  d iam onds ,  in  the  tobacco t rade,  in  go ld  

t rad ing ,  and in  m any o ther  sec tors .   

The th i rd  wa y in  wh ich  cor rup t ion  underm ines  secur i t y  is  tha t  cor rup t ion  is  

an  enab l ing  m echan ism  for  c r im ina l  en te rpr ises  and  in f ras t ruc tures .  W hat  we 
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have is  the  pro l i f e ra t ion  and i l lega l  t rade o f  a rms  and drugs .  W hat  we have is  

i l lega l  t rad ing ,  i l l ega l  m igra t ion ,  s lave  labour ,  hum an t ra f f ick ing  fo r  sexua l  

exp lo i ta t ion ,  and organ t ra f f ick ing .   

Le t  m e take the  exam ple  o f  hum an t ra f f ick ing ,  and h igh l i gh t  som e o f  the  

ways  in  wh ich  cor rup t ion  p lays  a  key ro le  i n  th is  i l lega l  f o rm  o f  t rade.   

F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  i t  adds  to  the  vu lnerab i l i t y  o f  v ic t im s .  I t  i s  m isery,  i t  i s  

econom ic  inequa l i t y  and in jus t ice  tha t  make i t  eas ie r  to  conv ince peop le  tha t  

som eone who prom ises  them  an ar t is t ic  career ,  f o r  exam ple ,  o r  work  in  the  

dom es t ic  sec tor  in  another  count r y is  i n  f ac t  speak ing  the  t ru th .  They be l ieve  i t ,  

the y bu y in to  i t ,  they fa l l  f o r  i t .   

Cor rup t ion  tem pts  o f f ic ia ls  to  tu rn  a  b l ind  eye or  even to  par t ic ipa te  in  

hum an t ra f f ick ing .  Som e po l ice  o f f ic ia ls  even par t ic ipa te  in  t he  rec ru i tm ent  o f  

v ic t im s .   

Cor rup t ion  underm ines  consu lar  serv ices .  Th is  is  ev ident  in  c ross -border  

t rade where  i l lega l  papers  are  prov ided  fo r  the  c ross ing  o f  borders .  Hence,  

border  con t ro l  i s  subver ted .  

Cor rup t ion  a lso  in f i l t ra tes  the  lega l  econom y.  I t  in f i l t ra tes  the  runn ing  o f  

ho te ls ,  bars ,  res taurants  and even pr i va te  hom es  tha t  a re  ren ted  out  and used 

fo r  i l lega l  ac t i v i t i es .   

W hen the  po l ice  a l low th is  to  happen,  when judges  a l low peop le  to  wa lk  

w i th  im pun i t y,  t he  c r im ina l  j us t ice  sys tem  i s  de leg i t im ised.  But  we need  tha t  ver y  

sys tem  to  counter  cor rup t ion ,  espec ia l l y  when the  v ic t im s  o f  hum an t ra f f ick ing  

see the i r  o f f enders /c l i en ts  o f  the  prev ious  n igh t  on  te lev is ion .   

W e know tha t  p rob lems in  governance  are  a t  the  very hear t  o f  cor rup t ion .  

But  here ,  wi th  t he  m om entum  we  wi l l  ga in  due to  th is  conference,  we  have  the  

s t ra teg ic  oppor tun i t y to  m ake a  d i f f e rence.   

W e have a  wonder fu l  ins t rum ent ,  the  Un i ted  Nat ions  Convent ion  Aga ins t  

Cor rup t ion ,  wh ich  we  need to  im p lem ent  e f f ec t ive l y.  But  we a lso  have enough 

laws  and enough  dec lara t ions ,  what  we need is  ac t ion .  W e need  to  do  is  t o  m ove 

f rom  the  law in  wr i t i ng  to  t he  law in  p rac t ice .   

W e need to  m ake cor rup t  peop le ,  the  cu lp r i t s ,  accountab le  fo r  wha t  the y 

have done.  W e need to  take  sm al l  s teps ,  one foo t  a t  a  t im e,  to  bu i ld  leg i t im acy,  

c red ib i l i t y ,  and inc rease the  m om entum  aga ins t  cor rup t ion .   
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For  i t  i s  on ly in  t h is  way tha t  we wi l l  accom pl ish  long- te rm  success  and 

pos i t ive  resu l ts  f o r  the  fu tu re .   

Thank  you ver y m uch.   

 

M r UGAZ (M oderator) :  

Thank  you.  

H is  Exce l lency,  t he  Pat r ia rch ,  has  to  l eave  because he has  another  engagem ent .  

I  ask  tha t  you g ive  h im  a  warm round o f  app lause,  a f te r  wh ich  we w i l l  con t inue 

w i th  the  p lenar y sess ion .   

 

DEPARTURE OF PATRIARCH 

 

M r UGAZ (M oderator) :  

W e have w i th  us  Pro f .  Mark  P ie th ,  who is  an  exper t  i n  m any o f  the  issues  be ing  

d iscussed here  today.  I  now ca l l  upon Pro f .  P ie th  to  te l l  us  about  inequa l i t y ,  the  

South-Nor th  d i v ide ,  t he  consequences  o f  cor rup t ion ,  and the  in te rna t iona l  too ls  

and arenas  we shou ld  use to  s t rengthen ourse lves  in  the  f igh t  aga ins t  

cor rup t ion .   

 

Prof .  P IETH:   

Thank  you very m uch,  lad ies  and gent lem en.  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  take  th is  oppor tun i t y  

to  echo  the  thanks  expressed b y N ikos  to  the  hos ts  o f  the  conference.   

I  am  very p leased to  be  here .  The top ic  we  are  ta lk ing  about  is  ver y broad  

indeed and one has  to  dec ide  how to  tack le  i t .  The ang le  f rom  which  I  wou ld  l i ke 

to  exam ine i t  i s  the  ro le  t ha t  cor rup t ion  has  p la yed in  p ro long ing  the  agon y o f  

co lon ia l ism .   

Indus t r i a l ised  s ta tes  and econom ies  in  t rans i t i on  are  t r y ing  hard  to  ob ta in  

access  to  p r im ary goods ,  espec ia l l y  m inera ls  and o i l .  I n  do ing  so  they do  no t  

a lwa ys  p la y fa i r .  Le t ’s  j us t  say tha t  com pan ies  or  s ta tes  invo lved in  t he  

ex t rac t ive  indus t r y have ga ined access  to  such essent ia l  goods  by m eans  o f  

b r ibes ,  i l lega l  cam paign cont r ibu t ions ,  o r  uncond i t ioned loans  tha t  bare l y  

cam ouf lage the i r  in ten t .  
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In  those count r ies  prov id ing  the  goods  –  and the y are  f requent l y 

deve lop ing  count r ies  as  a l read y m ent ioned –  pa ym ents  to  leaders  have  

cont r ibu ted  to  the  a l r ead y uneven d is t r ibu t ion  o f  wea l th .  Cor rup t ion  and s im i la r  

p rac t ices  are  there fore  one o f  the  key sources  fo r  s t r i f e  and c i v i l  war .  Take the  

conf l i c ts  in  Af r ica ,  in  the  eas tern  par t  o f  Za i re ,  f o r  ins tance,  wh ich  a lso  lead to  a  

lack  o f  deve lopm ent .  Everyth ing  tha t  f o l lows  f rom  these phenom ena –  hunger ,  

ine f f ic ien t  hea l th  serv ices ,  lack  o f  educat ion  –  cont r ibu tes  to  a  genera l  sense o f  

insecur i t y .    

Le t  us  now look  a t  the  ques t ion  on  what  can be done to  com bat  b r iber y so  

as  to  f os ter  a  sense  o f  secur i t y .  The g loba l  comm uni t y has  reached  a  c ruc ia l  

po in t :  i t  has  dec ided  to  ca l l  cor rup t ion  b y  i t s  nam e,  to  wr i te  convent ions  –  fo r  

exam ple  the  UN Convent ion  a l read y m ent ioned –  and to  pu t  f o rward  preventa t i ve  

and pun i t i ve  m easures  in  g rea t  de ta i l .   

I  th ink  tha t  the  rea l  cha l lenge we are  conf ron ted  w i th ,  and  i t  i s  indeed  

t im e ly a f te r  25  years ,  is  how to  adop t  and  im p lem ent  these ru les  in  a reas  were  

cor rup t ion  has  become a  way o f  l i f e .   

I  wou ld  l i ke  to  sa y a  few words  f rom  my par t icu la r  po in t  o f  v iew,  m y 

persona l  exper ience f rom work ing  wi th  the  OECD the  las t  twent y  years .  Now,  the  

OECD has  a  ver y pa r t icu la r  ro le  to  p la y,  because the  m em ber  count r ies  o f  the  

OECD account  f o r  about  70% of  expor ts  and 80% or  90% o f  f o re ign  d i rec t  

inves tm ents  wor ldw ide.   

They m ake up the  c lub  o f  the  r ich ,  those  count r ies  who are  in  danger  o f  

ac tua l l y b r ib ing  ra the r  than jus t  tak ing  br ibes .  Obv ious l y they a lso  take  br ibes ,  

in  par t icu la r  the  comm uni t y o f  com pan ies .  The Convent ion  tha t  the  OECD has  

dra f ted  on  br iber y in  in te rna t iona l  bus iness  t ransac t ions  focuses  on one  

par t icu la r  t ype o f  b r iber y,  t he  br iber y o f  m anagers  and o f  com pan ies  so  as  to  

conc lude cont rac ts  and obta in  l i censes  abroad,  i nc lud ing  access  to  p r im ary 

goods  in  t he  deve lop ing  wor ld .   

Now what  can the  OECD do to  m ake a  d i f fe rence here? I t  has  es tab l ished  

a  very r i gorous  m on i to r ing  m echan ism  tha t  a l lows  i t  to  address  even i t s  m os t  

econom ica l l y  and  po l i t i ca l l y  power fu l  m ember  count r ies  in  a  ver y und ip lom at ic  

and s t ra igh t - f o rward  m anner  about  the i r  de f ic ienc ies ,  no t  on l y f rom  a  lega l  
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perspec t i ve ,  bu t  a lso  in  te rm s  of  the  app l ica t ion  o f  the  law or  the i r  un im press ive  

awareness  ra is ing  e f fo r ts ,  e tc .   

In  one recent  case,  the  OECD has  ac tua l l y  gone so  fa r  as  to  dec la re  a  

count r y ’s  com pan ies  a l together  unsafe ,  because the y are  under - regu la ted ,  and  

inc reased due d i l igence by t rad ing  par tners ,  inc lud ing  m ul t i la te ra l  deve lopm ent  

banks ,  is  requ i red .   

Th is  is  a  we igh ty and potent  s ta tem ent ;  i t  i s  som eth ing  tha t  goes  we l l  

beyond what  the  OECD can ac tua l l y  de l ive r  i t se l f .  But  be ing  a l l owed to  say tha t  

a l l  the  com pan ies  in  a  spec i f ic  count r y have to  be  exam ined c lose ly be fore  

engag ing  in  an y k ind  o f  bus iness  w i th  them ,  is  a  bo ld  s tep  fo rward .  O f  course ,  

there  is  no th ing  s topp ing  these com pan ies  f rom  cont inu ing  to  pay ou t  b r ibes ,  

because the  na t iona l  laws  are  subs tandard .  There in  l i es  the  prob lem ,  a  ver y  

s ign i f ican t  po in t .  

Now,  in  wha t  wa y is  be ing  s t r ic t  w i th  deve loped  count r ies  a  con t r ibu t ion  to  

m ak ing  the  wor ld  a  sa fer  p lace? I  am  ask ing  th is  ques t ion  so  as  to  re tu rn  to  the  

ac tua l  top ic .  I  th ink  one can  sum  up the  answer  qu i te  s im p ly.  I f  d ic ta to rs  f ind  i t  

m ore  d i f f i cu l t  to  ob ta in  ex t ra  cash f rom  se l l ing  the i r  coun t r ies ’  t reasures  to  t hose  

who favour  them  persona l l y ,  o r  i f  d ic ta to rs  f ind  i t  m ore  d i f f i cu l t  t o  h ide  the i r  

boun ty in  f inanc ia l  i ns t i tu t ions ,  o r  i f  compan ies  pa ying  ou t  b r ibes  are  pu t  on  

b lack  l i s ts  and f ind  them se lves  c r im ina l l y  p rosecuted,  a l l  th is  can he lp  reduce  

cor rup t ion .   

Man y peop le  have been ab le  to  subver t  dem ocracy b y m eans  o f  i l lega l l y  

ob ta ined funds .  Th ink  o f  a  num ber  of  heads  o f  s ta te  who have been br ib ing  the  

jus t ice  sys tem  and mem bers  o f  the  jus t ice  sys tem  for  the  las t  f ew years .  I  wro te  

the i r  nam es  here .  That  is  an  exam ple  o f  subver t ing  dem ocracy to  i t s  ver y core .   

There  is  a  g rea ter  chance under  these c i rcumstances  to  cha l lenge the  

inequa l i t y  and the  un res t  tha t  goes  w i th  i t .  The ro le  o f  the  OECD is ,  le t ’s  j us t  

say,  t o  i nduce change a t  one end ,  one very com plex  end ,  bu t  I  th ink  we  can  

encourage the  idea  tha t  change is  ac tua l l y  poss ib le ,  even w i th  ver y power fu l  

p la yers .  I  th ink  tha t  wi l l  m os t  cer ta in l y he lp  w i th  the  m uch la rger  p ro jec t  o f  

he lp ing  the  UN T reat y  take  o f f .   

Thank  you.   
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M r UGAZ (M oderator) :  

Thank  you ver y m uch.   

W hat  is  the  l i nk  be tween  cor rup t ion  and  hum an r igh ts?  That  is  a  ver y 

im por tan t  ques t ion  and we have here  Ms  I rene Khan,  Secre tar y Genera l  o f  

Am nes ty In te rna t iona l ,  to  p rov ide  us  wi th  an  answer .   

 

M s KHAN:   

Thank  you.  Le t  m e s tar t  b y sa ying  how p leased I  am  to  be  here .  Th is  is  

the  f i r s t  t im e Am nes ty In te rna t iona l  is  a t t end ing  an  ant i - cor rup t ion  conference 

and as  I  l ook  a t  the  agenda I  wonder  wh y we d id  no t  a t tend sooner .  

 I  th ink  there  is  a  ve r y d i rec t  cor re la t i on  be tween cor rup t ion  and hum an 

r igh ts .  I f  T . I .  and A. I .  were  to  com pare  no tes ,  we wou ld  end up w i th  the  sam e top  

l i s t  o f  count r ies  tha t  have the  h ighes t  p reva lence o f  hum an r igh ts  abuses  and 

a lso  tend to  have the  h ighes t  p reva lence o f  insecur i t y  and  cor rup t ion .   

 I t  i s  p re t t y c lear  tha t  there  is  a  causa l  re la t ionsh ip  there .  Cor rup t ion  is  a  

m ajor  cause of  hum an r igh ts  v io la t i ons  and i t  has  a  dom ino e f fec t  resu l t ing  in  

conf l i c ts ,  en t renched m arg ina l isa t ion ,  g rea ter  pover t y,  the  d ism ant l i ng  o f  

ins t i t u t i ons ,  t he  subvers ion  o f  j us t ice  and so  on .  

 The f i rs t  po in t  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  m ake is  tha t  a  b roader  de f in i t ion  o f  secur i t y  

ac tua l l y  shows  the  im pac t ,  the  te r r i b le  cos t  tha t  hum an be ings  pa y fo r  

cor rup t ion .  Take,  f o r  exam ple ,  the  cos t  t ha t  wom en in  r e fugee cam ps  have  to  

pay,  the  sexua l  f avours  they have to  per fo rm in  o rder  to  ge t  f ood;  o r  take  the  

young bo ys  shot  in  t he  fave las  i n  Braz i l  because o f  cor rup t  po l ice  fo rces .  

 That  is  the  rea l  cos t  on  hum an l i f e .  You jus t  need to  cons ider  tha t  ver y  

long l i s t  o f  what  peop le  go  th rough.  Peace and secur i t y ,  a t  the i r  m os t  bas ic  

leve l ,  a re  about  f reedom ,  f reedom f rom  fear .  In  tu rn ,  f ear  is  no t  j us t  about  

v io lence,  bu t  about  los ing  your  hom e,  tha t  is  ev ic t i ons  tha t  a re  based on cor rup t  

p rac t ices ,  and so  on .  

 Now,  how does  cor rup t ion  feed fear  and k i l l  hope? In  m any d i f f e ren t  ways .  

I  th ink  those who have spoken ahead o f  m e have a l r ead y m ent ioned the  way in  

wh ich  cor rup t ion  sows  seeds  o f  conf l i c t ,  by c rea t ing  d ispar i t y  and inequa l i t y ,  b y  

des t roying  jus t ice  sys tems and peop le ’s  conf idence in  those very s ys tem s.  And 

f rom  po l i t i ca l  v io lence com es  e lec tora l  v io lence.   
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Think  o f  Z im babwe,  a  c lass ic  case o f  cor rup t ion  tha t ,  l i ke  a  cancerous  

growth ,  has  a f fec ted  a l l  bas ic  hum an,  econom ic  and soc ia l  r i gh ts ,  as  we l l  as  

po l i t i ca l  and c iv i l  r i gh ts .  But  a t  l eas t  we ta l k  about  Z im babwe;  i ndeed i t  has  been 

very prom inen t  in  the  news  o f  la te .  There  are  m any count r ies  tha t  we never  even 

hear  abou t .  L ike  m y count r y,  f o r  exam ple ,  Bang ladesh,  another  count r y w i th  tha t  

ins id ious  ne twork  o f  hum an r igh ts  abuse c rea ted b y cor rup t ion .   

Th is  can lead to  mass  v io lence because o f  the  preva i l ing  sense of  

in jus t ice  a l ready m ent ioned.  Take fo r  exam ple  the  N iger  De l ta  –  where  Am nes ty 

In te rna t iona l  has  done a  lo t  o f  work  –  where  we  have  seen  conf l i c t  be tween  

comm uni t ies  fue l led  by i l l i c i t l y  acqu i red  wea l th .  Or  take  the  eas tern  Dem ocra t ic  

Repub l ic  o f  Congo ,  where  there  has  been an esca la t ion  in  k i l l ings  and v io lence 

and where  arm ed fac t ions  are  seek ing  to  invade Gom a as  we speak .  The m ain  

cause is  rea l l y  the  f igh t  f o r  na tura l  resources ,  f o r  m inera ls  in  the  reg ion ,  and the  

im p l ica t ion  o f  those resources  fo r  bus inesses  and ne ighbour ing  governm ents .  An 

i l lega l ,  i l l i c i t ,  o r  g re y area s teeped in  cor rup t ion .   

The po in t  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  m ake is  tha t  to le rance,  t o le rance o f  cor rup t ion  in  

peace and  secur i t y  p rocesses  is  ac tua l l y  i n to le rab le .  W e have  seen how the  UN 

Secur i t y  Counc i l  ac tua l l y  f a i l ed  to  address  th is  issue in  eas tern  Congo,  desp i te  

i t s  e f f o r ts .  W e have seen how very o f ten  the  in te rna t iona l  com m uni t y wi l l  tu rn  a  

b l i nd  e ye to  cor rup t  reg im es ,  because they som ehow fee l  t ha t  these cor rup t  

reg im es ,  m ade th rough a l l i ances ,  c rea te  s tab i l i t y ,  when in  f ac t  the  exac t  

oppos i te  is  t rue .  

To lera t ing  cor rup t ion ,  to le ra t ing  im pun i t y  –  espec ia l l y  f rom Am nes ty 

In te rna t iona l ’s  po in t  o f  v iew –  a l low ing  v io la t i on  o f  r igh ts  w i thout  redress ,  

weakens  peace and  secur i t y  and any fu tu re  e f fo r ts  to  c rea te  peace and secur i t y .  

So what  can be done? I  wou ld  sa y tha t  there  is  a  ver y d i rec t  r e la t ionsh ip  

be tween hum an r igh ts  and the  f igh t  aga ins t  cor rup t ion ,  and tha t  there  needs  to  

be  greater  coopera t ion  be tween the  two m ovem ents .  Cor rup t ion  i s  a  m ajor  cause 

o f  hum an r igh ts  v io la t ion ,  and hum an r igh ts  a re  the  too ls  we need to  f igh t  

cor rup t ion ,  a t  the  mos t  bas ic  o f  leve ls .  F reedom  of  express ion ,  f reedom  of  

assoc ia t ion ,  f reedom  of  assem bly are  essent ia l  r igh ts  tha t  a l low peop le  to  s tand 

up and f igh t  cor rup t ion .  
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At  the  sam e t im e,  I  wou ld  a lso  say,  as  a  hum an r igh ts  ac t iv is t ,  tha t  i t  i s  

ver y im por tan t  tha t  an t i - cor rup t ion  s t ra teg ies  com pr ise  hum an r igh ts .  In  th is  

way,  when peop le  are  accused o f  cor rup t ion ,  the y w i l l  be  guaran teed a  fa i r  t r ia l ;  

o therw ise ,  i f  cor rup t ion  is  on ly used as  a  too l  t o  oppress  o thers ,  then the  ba t t le  

is  los t .  

I  a lso  th ink  tha t  human r igh ts  o f f e r  a  lega l  f ram ework  in  t he  contex t  o f  

cor rup t ion ,  a lbe i t  under -u t i l i sed .  You have  m ent ioned  the  UN Convent ion  aga ins t  

Cor rup t ion ,  the  OECD Convent ion ,  and so  on ,  bu t  there  is  a  who le  hos t  o f  hum an 

ob l iga t ions  tha t  human r igh ts  ins t rum ents  c rea te  fo r  bo th  s ta te  and non-s ta te  

ac tors .  Som e e f fo r t  is  now be ing  m ade to  inc lude bus iness  in  the  f ram ework  of  

hum an r igh ts  ob l iga t ions  and I  be l i eve  tha t  th is  is  an  under -exp lo i ted  area and  

tha t  we shou ld  pa y greater  a t ten t ion  to  i t .  

W hat  hum an r igh ts  wou ld  br ing  is  g rea ter  f ocus  on  ind iv idua ls ,  because  

the  bes t  too l  aga ins t  cor rup t ion  is  an  em powered c i t i zen .  And i t  i s  tha t  

em powerm ent ,  the  encouragem ent  o f  c i t i zen  leadersh ip  tha t  has  tu rned the  t ide  

on  these issues  in  m any soc ie t ies .  Peop le  need to  know the i r  r i gh ts ,  peop le  

need  to  have access  to  i n fo rm at ion  and  peop le  need  to  be  ab le  to  s tand up to  

the i r  leaders  and ho ld  them  to  account .  

The second issue  o f  course  in  the  con tex t  o f  hum an r igh ts  is  t he  sys tem  o f  

accountab i l i t y ,  in to le rance o f  im pun i t y,  t he  bu i ld ing  o f  ins t i t u t ions  tha t  can  

address  these s i tua t ions  and –  we a l ready d iscussed in te rna t iona l  t rea t ies  –  bu t  

a l l ow m e to  s t ress  the  im por tance o f  na t iona l  i ns t i tu t i ons  in  m ak ing  such 

in te rna t iona l  t rea t ies  leg i t im ate ,  because very o f ten  i t  i s  a t  na t iona l  

im p lem enta t ion  leve l  tha t  we f ind  sys tems break ing  up  and weaknesses 

em erg ing .  

My th i rd  po in t  regards  the  way in  wh ich  we a l l  do  bus iness ,  as  

governm ents ,  as  bus inesses  and as  c iv i l  soc ie t y.  I  th ink  tha t  on  the  par t  o f  

governm ents  there  needs  to  be  be t te r  po l ic y coord ina t ion .  I  th ink  cor rup t ion ,  

hum an r igh ts ,  peace  and  secur i t y  a re  a l l  “ s to red”  in  d i f f e ren t  “s i los ” .  There  

needs  to  be  greater  i n tegra t ion ,  these areas  a l l  need to  be  in te r - re la ted .  

In  the  contex t  o f  bus iness ,  I  th ink  the  b ig  cha l lenge is  how to  ho ld  

bus inesses  accountab le  ac ross  borders .  The ex t ra ter r i to r ia l  j u r i sd ic t ion  issue  is  

one tha t  cer ta in l y needs  to  be  exam ined.  And,  i n   te rm s  o f  c iv i l  soc ie t y,  I  th ink  
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c iv i l  soc ie t y o rgan isa t ions  need to  be  m ore  accountab le  and t ransparent ,  

because the y are  los ing  the  peop le ’s  t rus t  and conf idence,  because o f  the i r  own  

prac t ices .  Greater  em phas is  needs  to  be  p laced on th is  issue,  because c i v i l  

soc ie t y is  no t  imm une to  cor rup t ion .  C iv i l  soc ie t y,  and very o f ten  c iv i l  soc ie t y 

o rgan isa t ions ,  a re  ta in ted  b y cor rup t  p rac t ices .  There fore ,  g rea ter  em phas is  

needs  to  be  p laced on c rea t ing  the  appropr ia te  ru les  and too ls  f o r  c iv i l  soc ie t y  

o rgan isa t ions .  

 

M r UGAZ (M oderator) :  

Thank  you.   

W ith  h is  vas t  exper ience as  fo rm er  UN Spec ia l  Rappor teur  on  hum an 

r igh ts  and the  fundam enta l  f reedom s o f  ind igenous  peop les ,  Pro fessor  

Stavenhagen w i l l  sha re  h is  i deas  f rom  th is  par t icu la r  perspec t i ve .   

 

M r  ST AVENH AGEN:  

Thank  you and  good a f te rnoon.  I ,  too ,  wou ld  l i ke  to  thank  the  organ isers  and the  

governm ent  and peop le  o f  Greece fo r  the i r  hosp i ta l i t y  and fo r  g i v ing  m e the  

oppor tun i t y to  be  here .   

I  w i l l  t r y  to  f o l low up  on som e of  the  po in ts  tha t  have been ra i sed by the  

peop le  who spoke be fore  m e,  par t icu la r l y  those o f  I rene Khan .  I  w i l l  t r y  to  t ie  

som e o f  the  issues  o f  cor rup t ion  to  the  bas ic  p rob lem s o f  hum an r igh ts  f aced by 

a  sec t ion  o f  the  hum an popu la t ion  tha t  is  o f ten  ignored,  o r  worse ,  f o rgo t ten :  

ind igenous  peop les .  

Accord ing  to  a  num ber  o f  es t im ates ,  ind igenous  peop les  m ake up about  

400 m i l l i on  or  even 500 m i l l i on  o f  the  wor ld ’s  popu la t ion .  They are  found in  

var ious  coun t r ies  ac ross  the  g lobe,  i n  La t in  Am er ica ,  i n  Af r ica ,  in  a  num ber  o f  

As ian  count r ies ,  in  Europe,  in  Nor thern  Europe ,  i n  t he  Pac i f ic .  They are  

becom ing inc reas ing ly i nvo lved in  m igra t ion ,  m igra t ion  f rom  the  poores t  a reas  o f  

the  wor ld  to  t hose where  there  are  seem ing l y m ore  oppor tun i t i es  f o r  surv iva l .  

Ind igenous  peop les  are  am ong the  wor ld ’s  poores t  and  m os t  m arg ina l ised.  

T rad i t iona l l y ,  they have not  even been recogn ised as  c i t i zens  w i th  bas ic  hum an 

r igh ts .   
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So the  f i r s t  hum an r igh t  the y have s t rugg led  fo r  is  the  r igh t  to  have r igh ts ,  

to  be  recogn ised.  Impor tan t  changes  in  t he  in te rna t iona l  and  nat iona l  a renas  

have taken p lace ove r  the  las t  f ew years  tha t  a re  qu i te  s ign i f ican t .   

The m os t  recent  in te rna t iona l  deve lopm ent  in  t he  f ie ld  o f  hum an r igh ts  o f  

ind igenous  peop les  i s  the  adopt ion  o f  the  Un i ted  Nat ions  Dec lara t ion  on  the  

R igh ts  o f  Ind igenous  Peop les  by the  Genera l  Assem bly in  Septem ber  2007,  a f te r  

m ore  than two decades  o f  negot ia t ions  in  t he  UN between  m em ber  s ta tes .   

In  a  num ber  o f  count r ies ,  we have  a lso  found in  recent  years  

cons t i tu t iona l  and leg is la t i ve  re form s  recogn is ing  the  r igh ts  o f  ind igenous  

peop les .   

W hat  a re  these r igh ts?  W hat  a re  theses  i ssues  tha t  i nd igenous  peop les  

have been fac ing? 

W el l ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l  they re la te  to  l and ,  te r r i to r y,  and resources  deem ed 

essent ia l  f o r  the  surv i va l  o f  ind igenous  peop les  a l l  a round the  wor ld .  They re la te  

to  au tonom y,  se l f -governm ent  and  se l f -de term inat ion .  They re la te  to  

env i ronm enta l  r igh ts ,  access  to  the  ru le  o f  law and the  poss ib i l i t y  o f  recogn i t ion  

o f  loca l  j us t ice  sys tems,  lega l  p lu ra l ism .  They re la te  to  t rad i t i ona l  knowledge  

and  in te l lec tua l  p roper t y r igh ts  tha t  a re  im por tan t  to  a  num ber  o f  ind igenous 

peop les  around the  wor ld  as  the y com pr ise  the i r  cu l t u ra l  i den t i t y ,  t he i r  cu l tu ra l  

r igh ts ,  the i r  l anguage  and  educat ion ,  the i r  tang ib le  and  in tang ib le  her i tage.  They 

are  o f ten  the  v ic t im s  o f  rac ism .  And o f  course ,  the y have had to  tack le  the  

prov is ion  o f  soc ia l  serv ices ,  wh ich  have a  cu l tu ra l  m ean ing  fo r  them :  hea l th ,  

secur i t y ,  educa t ion ,  work ,  a l l  these re la te  to  i nd igenous  peop les ’  cu l t u re ,  t he i r  

o rgan isa t ion  and the i r  poss ib le  par t ic ipa t ion .  Cer ta in  issues  have now been 

recogn ised a t  i n te rna t iona l  l eve l  b y the  UN Dec lara t ion  on  the  R igh ts  o f  

Ind igenous  Peop les ,  bu t  they are  no t  necessar i l y  issues  im p lem ented and 

prac t ised in  m os t  o f  the  count r ies  where  ind igenous  peop les  l i ve .   

 Thus ,  there  are  a  num ber  o f  p rocesses  tha t  ind igenous  peop les  are  

invo lved in .  They are  the  v ic t im s  o f  land laws  and resource  laws ,  because the y 

occupy what  som e peop le  ca l l  the  las t  f ron t ie rs  o f  deve lopm ent ,  the  few 

rem ain ing  jung les  or  undeve loped areas  o f  d i f f e ren t  count r ies .   

They are  the  v ic t im s o f  env i ronm enta l  po l lu t ion ;  they are  the  v ic t im s  of  

in jus t ice  and  the  jus t ice  sys tem .  They are  the  v ic t im s  o f  ine f f ic ien t  soc ia l  
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serv ices ,  o f  widen ing  inequa l i t y ,  wh ich  can be docum ented  in  m os t  o f  the 

count r ies  where  ind igenous  peop les  l i ve .  

W e have cases  o f  pers is ten t  pover t y,  m a lnu t r i t ion ,  and fam ine am ong 

ind igenous  peop les ,  and the  d is in tegra t ion  o f  the i r  soc ie t ies ,  o f  the i r  cu l tu res ,  o f  

the i r  comm uni t ies ,  wh ich  a lso  m eans  loss  o f  so l idar i t y ,  som eth ing  tha t  H is  

Ho l iness  re fer red  to  ear l ie r  today.   

A l l  th is  l eads  o f  course  to  m igra t ion ,  to  t r a f f i ck ing ,  to  ch i ld  l abour ,  a l l  o f  

wh ich  have been  docum ented by the  UN as  s laver y o f  ind igenous  peop le .  Th is  in  

tu rn  leads  to  conf l i c ts ,  to  v io lence,  wh ich  is  o f ten  assoc ia ted  wi th  i l l i c i t  

econom ic  ac t iv i t y ,  d rug  and hum an t ra f f ick ing ,  and tha t  in  tu rn  leads  to  

res is tance m ovem ents  be ing  fo rm ed am ongs t  ind igenous  peop les ,  wh ich  are  then  

c r im ina l ised by the  jus t ice  sys tem  or  b y governm ents  or  b y m ore  dom inant  soc ia l  

g roups .   

W hat  we  have  here  i s  a  v ic ious  c i r c le  o f  insecur i t y .  Ind igenous  peop les  

l i ve  in  perm anent  and cons tant  i nsecur i t y ;  phys ica l ,  env i ronm enta l ,  soc ia l ,  

cu l tu ra l ,  and hum an insecur i t y .  That  is  why ind igenous  peop les  are  and have  

a lwa ys  been e terna l  v ic t im s  of  cor rup t ion ,  ever  s ince  the  f i r s t  contac t  be tween  

European exp lorers  and ind igenous  peop les  in  the  16
t h

 cen tur y,  wh ich  is  when 

we s tar ted  com ing in to  contac t  w i th  i nd igenous  peop les  around the  wor ld .   

But  t h is  is  no t  a  t op-down fo rm  o f  cor rup t ion .  W hat  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  

under l i ne  in  m y presenta t ion  is  bo t tom -up cor rup t ion ,  because cor rup t ion ,  f o r  

m any ind igenous  peop les ,  is  rea l l y  j us t  a  m at te r  o f  surv iva l .  I t  bo i ls  down to  

s taying  a l ive ,  to  rem ain ing  ind igenous  but  hav ing  access  to  bas ic  resources .  

I  th ink  i t  m us t  no t  on ly be  unders tood as  a  s ickness  or  an  i l l ness ,  as  som e 

o f  today’s  speakers  have re fer red  to  i t ,  bu t  as  a  wa y o f  l i f e  tha t  has  becom e 

em bedded in  the  re la t ionsh ip  be tween ind igenous  peop les ,  t he i r  comm uni t ies  

and soc ie t y as  a  who le ,  be  i t  the  governm ent ,  governm ent  ins t i tu t ions  or  the  

jus t ice  sys tem ,  or  econom ic  p layers  such as  t rans -nat iona l  corpo ra t ions .  

W hat  we see in  i nd igenous  comm uni t ies ,  a lbe i t  on  a  sm al le r  sca le ,  is  an  

ever yda y fo rm o f  cor rup t ion  fo r  surv iva l ,  t he  greas ing  o f  the  m ach iner y,  so  as  to  

have access  to  cer ta in  bas ic  t h ings  tha t  they have a  r igh t  to .   

I t  i s  t here fore  obv ious  tha t  t he y w i l l  be  cor rup ted ,  tha t  i nd igenous  peop les  

w i l l  be  cor rup ted  on a  da i l y  bas is ,  by governm ent  o f f ic ia ls ,  by po l i t i ca l  par t ies ,  
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by pr i va te  in te res ts .  They are  sucked in to  the  w iden ing  i l l i c i t  econom y,  in to  d rug 

t ra f f ick ing  and o ther  f o rms  o f  i l lega l  econom ic  ac t iv i t y .  I nd igenous  ch i ld ren  fo r  

exam ple  are  drawn in to  ac t i v i t i es  such as  drug sm ugg l ing ;  ind igenous  g i r ls  

becom e par t  o f  p ros t i tu t ion  c i r cu i ts ,  and  even ind igenous  au thor i t ies  becom e 

m em bers  o f  f a r - reach ing  cor rup t ion  ne tworks .  Ind igenous  peop les  are  there fore  

no t  imm une to  cor rup t ion ;  they too  becom e cor rup ted  and  cor rup t ib le ,  l i ke  

ever yone e lse  in  soc ie t y.   

So,  what  a l te rna t i ves  do  the y have and what  a re  the  d i l emm as the y have  

to  f ace? The genera l  pub l ic  com es  in to  contac t  w i th  ind igenous  peop les  m ain l y 

th rough the  m ed ia ,  th rough te lev is ion  programm es,  and so  fo r th  -  they tend to  be  

po lar ised –  where  they are  por t ra yed as  guard ians  o f  na ture  or  as  des t ro yers  o f  

the  env i ronm ent ,  where  the y are  idea l ised in  l oca l  comm uni t ies ,  o r  desc r ibed as  

l inks  in  a  cha in  o f  p redator y cap i ta l ism .  They are  som et im es  thought  o f  as  a  

“Rousseaun  m ode l  o f  ega l i t a r ian ism ” ,  tha t  is  the  nob le  savage im age,  o r  e lse  as  

au thor i ta r ian  pa t r ia rcha l  sex is ts ,  and  so  on  and so  fo r th .   

They m ay be perce ived as  keepers  o f  anc ien t  wisdom s or  as  ignorant  and  

hap less  peop les  l i v ing  in  t he  m odern  wor ld .  They m ay be seen as  c lever  and 

s t ra teg ic  p la yers  or  as  an  easy m ark  fo r  ou ts ide  m an ipu la tor s .  These are  a l l  

im ages  tha t  we usua l l y  work  w i th ,  tha t  t he  m ed ia  work  w i th .  They m ay be seen 

as  v is ionar ies  o f  a l te rna t i ve  l i f es t y les  or  as  easy v ic t im s o f  consum er is t  sa le 

s t ra teg ies ;  as  ser ious  par tners  in  deve lopm ent  o r  as  the  gu l l ib le  puppets  o f  

g reed y outs ide  in te res ts .  Take your  p ick .  

These are  the  ind igenous  peop les  o f  the  wor ld  and we f ind  them  

ever ywhere ,  on  ever y  cont inent .  W hat  a re  the  a l te rna t i ves?  The a l te rna t i ves ,  and 

I  wi l l  conc lude on  tha t  no te ,  m us t  be  found in  a  d i f f e ren t  approach to  

deve lopm ent ,  i n  what  i nd igenous  peop le  them se lves  ca l l  ‘ deve lopm ent  wi th  

ident i t y ’  and wha t  the  Un i ted  Nat ions  now def ines  as  a  “hum an r igh ts  based  

deve lopm ent ”  tha t  inc ludes  the  par t ic ipa t ion  o f  ind igenous  peop les  and where  

new s t ra teg ies  fo r  the  surv iva l  and preserva t ion  o f  bo th  comm uni t y and 

ind iv idua l  r igh ts  can be brough t  to  bear .   I  th ink  th is  is  a  ver y im por tan t  aspec t  

tha t  m us t  be  looked a t  when we d iscuss  so lu t ions  and a l te rna t ives  to  endem ic  

cor rup t ion  in  the  wor ld  today,  par t icu la r l y  as  regards  ind igenous  peop les .   

Thank  you ver y m uch.   
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M r UGAZ (M oderator) :  

Thank  you .  Mr  S i im  Ka l las  has  jus t  a r r i ved ;  he  is  the  V ice-Pres ident  o f  the  

European Comm iss ion .  So w i thout  f u r ther  de la y,  I  g i ve  the  f loor  to  Mr  Ka l las .  

P lease bear  i n  m ind tha t  we have  agreed on ten-m inute  presenta t ions .  

 

M r  KALL AS:  

Fi rs t ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  thank  you fo r  inv i t i ng  m e to  th is  conference,  and o f  course 

apo log ise  fo r  be ing  la te .  Today’s  m odern  wor ld  is  so  s t range a t  t im es :  som eth ing  

happens  to  your  f l igh t ,  and you end up leav ing  an  hour  la te r  than  your  schedu led  

depar tu re  t im e,  bu t  tha t ’s  enough to  m ake you la te  f o r  your  appo in tm ent .  I  

apo log ise  ye t  aga in  f o r  be ing  la te .   

I  am  qu i te  im pressed w i th  t he  top ic  o f  th is  conference,  g loba l  

t ransparenc y,  f igh t ing  cor rup t ion  fo r  a  sus ta inab le  fu tu re .  W e are  in  the  m ids t  o f  

a  g loba l  f o rm  o f  cor rup t ion  and we rea l l y  do  need g loba l  coopera t ion  to  f igh t  

g loba l  cor rup t ion .   

A  few words  on  the  European Un ion .  Th is  pane l  was  asked to  l ink  

cor rup t ion  to  secur i t y  and the  European Un ion  m os t  def in i te l y p la ys  a  m ajor  ro le 

in  c rea t ing  secur i t y  and s tab i l i t y .  That  is  m a in l y why our  so f t  t oo ls ,  our  f inanc ia l  

too ls  suppor t  deve lopm ent  in  t he  European  Un ion .  That  i s  wh y there  is  

p rosper i t y  and s tab i l i t y in  t he  Un ion  and why there  is  m ore  secur i t y  f o r  those 

peop le  l i v ing  in  these  cond i t ions .   

W e are  a  m ajor  cont r ibu tor  to  reg iona l  deve lopm ent  in  t he  European  

Un ion :  i n  2007,  we spent  47  b i l l ion  on  s t ruc tura l  a id ,  and another  47  b i l l ion  on  

agr icu l tu ra l  a id .  The European budget  has  earm arked 10 b i l l i on  fo r  hum ani ta r ian  

a id .  And the  European Un ion ’s  m em ber  s ta tes  have earm arked 46  b i l l i on  f rom 

the i r  budgets .   

W e are  there fore  dea l ing  wi th  a  subs tan t ia l  am ount  o f  m oney.  W e have an  

enorm ous  task  a t  hand,  a  task  wh ich  is  care fu l l y  m on i to red  and cont ro l led  to  

ensure  tha t  the  d is t r i bu t ion  o f  th is  m oney is  f a i r  and tha t  i t  i s  no t  cor rup ted  in  

any wa y.  

I f  you  t r y to  c rea te  secur i t y  and s tab i l i t y  i n  cer ta in  reg ions  and  i f  you  t r y  

to  cont r ibu te  f inanc ia l l y  t o  t he  deve lopm ent  o f  those reg ions ,  bu t  t he  m oney is  
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unfa i r l y  d is t r ibu ted  and m isused,  then th is  w i l l  m os t  de f in i te l y p roduce the  exac t  

oppos i te  resu l t .   

W e have a  lo t  o f  ru les  in  the  European Un ion ,  wh ich  are ,  on  occas ion ,  

ra ther  r i g id .  But  we  have  these  ru les  to  guarantee,  to  ensure  the  fa i r  d is t r i bu t ion  

o f  m oney and the  fa i r  use  o f  m oney in  acco rdance w i th  our  a im s .   

Severa l  depar tm ents  o f  our  ins t i tu t ions  dea l  w i th  the  en forcem ent  o f  these  

ru les ,  wh ich  inc lude d i f f e ren t  aud i t  serv ices .  W e a lso  have num erous  jud ic ia r ies  

who dea l  wi th  poss ib le  cor rup t ion  and f raud cases .   

But  when look ing  a t  f ac ts  and f igures ,  we  determ ine tha t  the  num ber  o f  

cor rup t ion  cases  be ing  t r ied  in  cour ts  o f  law,  t he  num ber  o f  t r ia ls  w i l l  b r ing  

peop le  to  t he i r  knees ,  a re  ra re  and d i f f i cu l t .   

There  are  m any prob lems and in  m any areas ,  and cor rup t ion  cases  t r ied  in  

cour t  a re ,  f rom  a  lega l  po in t  o f  v iew,  ver y  com plex .  They requ i re  a  lo t  o f  t im e,  

and som et im es  there  is  a  l ack  o f  ev idence ,  am ongs t  o ther  t h ings .   

A t  t he  sam e t im e,  there  is  a  s t rong  percept ion  tha t  we  m us t  f igh t  

cor rup t ion ,  and peop le  expec t  us  to  t ake  the  necessary s teps  to  f igh t  cor rup t ion .   

Ru les ,  law enforcem ent  and jud ic ia r ies  are  jus t  no t  enough.  So,  what  have  

we done to  ensure  the  e th ica l  and prope r  use o f  our  resources  and to  avo id  

cor rup t ion?  

In  2005,  we launched the  so-ca l led  “European T ransparency In i t ia t ive” ,  

the  resu l t  o f  a  m ajor  dec is ion  m ade by the  European Counc i l  in  Decem ber  o f  

2006 .  I  persona l l y  d id  no t  th ink  tha t  t he  in i t ia t ive  wou ld  be  approved.  But  the  

Counc i l  dec ided  tha t  a l l  i n fo rm at ion  regard ing  the  benef ic ia r ies  o f  EU funds  was  

to  be  m ade pub l ic .  Th is  was  a  m ajor  b reak through fo r  us ,  because in  2004,  there  

were  on ly two m em ber  s ta tes  tha t  pub l ished in fo rm at ion  about  t he  benef ic ia r ies  

o f  EU funds .  Keep  in  m ind,  i t  i s  ver y d i f f i cu l t  t o  sa y to  peop le  “See,  we have 

in t roduced a  wonder fu l  po l ic y,  bu t  we  cannot  t e l l  you  what  the  rea l  ou tcom e o f  

th is  po l ic y is ” .   

W e are  now in  the  p rocess  o f  im p lem ent ing  the  techn ica l  aspec t  o f  the  

in i t ia t i ve .  A  m onth  ago,  we launched a  webs i te  where  ever yone can see the 

pro jec ts  tha t  a re  f inanced d i rec t l y  b y the  European budget .   

A t  the  end o f  2008,  a l l  m em ber  s ta tes  wi l l  be  requ i red  to  have  a  webs i te  

up  and runn ing ,  where  the y w i l l  pub l ish  in fo rm at ion  regard ing  the  rec ip ien ts  o f  
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s t ruc tura l  f unds  and agr icu l tu ra l  a id .  In  2009,  we w i l l  have a  webs i te  wh ich  sha l l  

p rov ide  a l l  Europeans  w i th  im por tan t  in fo rmat ion .   

Th is  is  a  huge change fo r  us .  I  th ink  you can a l ready see these changes  in  

newspaper  a r t ic les  tha t  a re  inc lud ing  a  lo t  m ore  o f  th is  in fo rm at ion .   

But  tha t  is  no t  the  on ly in i t ia t ive  we have adopted.  W e have a lso  s ta r ted  a  

reg is te r  f o r  lobb yis ts ,  another  m ajor  b reak through fo r  us .   

W e a lso  work  hard  in  the  f ie ld  o f  e th ics .  Las t  year ,  we commiss ioned a  

s tudy b y a  European ins t i t u te  work ing  in  pub l ic  adm in is t ra t i on ,  en t i t l ed  “The 

Pro fess iona l  E th ics  o f  Pub l ic  O f f ice  Ho lde rs ” .  The s tudy prov ided us  w i th  som e 

very in te res t ing  m ater ia l ,  ava i lab le  on  our  webs i te ,  on  e th ics ,  ru les  fo r  pub l ic  

o f f ice  ho lders  th roughou t  Europe,  in  d i f f e ren t  ins t i tu t ions ,  in  governm ents ,  

cent ra l  banks ,  j ud ic ia l  depar tm ents ,  par l i am ent .  The f ind ings  o f  the  s tud y were  

m os t  in te res t ing .   

For  exam ple ,  som e count r ies  do  no t  have enough appropr ia te  r u les .  

O thers ,  espec ia l l y  the  new m em ber  s ta tes ,  have too  m any and are  m ak ing  the  

l i ves  o f  o f f i c ia ls  too  com pl ica ted .   

So aga in ,  the  s tudy was  m os t  in te res t ing .  Mov ing  on ,  we have a lso  done a  

lo t  o f  work  in  our  own “hom e” ,  to  es tab l ish  an  e th ica l  work ing  env i ronm ent .  W e 

have a  ra ther  exce l len t  code o f  conduc t ,  wh ich  is  one o f  our  core  docum ents  

de f in ing  behav iour ,  t he  pro fess iona l ism  o f  commiss ioners ,  e tc .  W e a lso  have 

sound ru les  on  s ta f f  regu la t ion  fo r  h igh- leve l  o f f i c ia ls .   

The m ain  ques t ion ,  however ,  is  the  im p lem enta t ion  and m on i to r ing  o f  

these ru les .  And o f  course  the  t im e w i l l  com e when  we  w i l l  need  to  r econs ider  a l l  

the  ru les  we have in  p lace  and dec ide  wh ich  need to  be  am ended and m ade 

m ore  prec ise .   

Bear ing  in  m ind the  c i r cum stances  tha t  have ar isen la te l y,  t he  European  

Comm iss ion  and o the r  ins t i tu t ions  are  look ing  a t  how the y can c rea te  bona f ide  

gu ide l ines  fo r  the  peop le  and  how these  can be m on i to red .  

W e have a lso  se t  up  a  spec ia l  ne twork  o f  e th ica l  cor respondence,  wh ich  

m eets  regu lar l y  and  d iscusses  concre te  cases .  W hat  we  s t i l l  need,  is  a  

m on i to r ing  bod y.   
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W e have there fore  p roposed tha t  a  body o f  exper ts  be  pu t  t ogether  to  

assess  cases .  Because one th ing  is  f o r  sure :  tex ts  tha t  regu la te ,  tha t  de f ine  

pro fess iona l  e th ics ,  w i l l  never  be  per fec t .   

Man y new cases  w i l l  a r ise  and these need to  assessed in  te rm s  of  

comm on sense and in  te rm s  of  the  pub l ic ’s  expec ta t ions .   

Th is  is  a  m ere  overv iew o f  our  ac t ions  in  t he  f igh t  aga ins t  cor rup t ion ,  and  

o f  what  cons t i tu tes  proper  behav iour  in  t he  European Comm iss ion .   

Thank  you ver y m uch.  

  

M r UGAZ (M oderator) :  

Thank  you.  Before  tak ing  som e ques t ions  f rom the  aud ience,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  pose 

a  ques t ion  o f  m y own.   

Som e peop le  be l ieve  tha t  th is  is  a  los t  ba t t le .  That  we cannot  de fea t  

c r im ina l  ne tworks  and cor rup t ion  and c rea te  a  m ore  secure  wor ld  f o r  a l l .   

Som e peop le  be l ieve  tha t  th is  is  due to  po l i t i cs .  Take fo r  exam ple  the  

charges  f i led  b y the  In te rna t iona l  Cr im ina l  Cour t  aga ins t  the  Pres ident  o f  Sudan.   

O thers  be l i eve  tha t  t he  m oney invo lved is  so  m uch tha t  t here  are  too  m any 

econom ic  in te res ts  tha t  wi l l  no t  a l low th is  s t rugg le  to  succeed.   

My ques t ion  to  the  pane l  is  whe ther  o r  no t  you  be l ieve  tha t  convent ions  

are  enough to  succeed in  the  s t rugg le  aga ins t  cor rup t ion .   

W e now have  the  Un i ted  Nat ions  Convent ion  Aga ins t  Cor rup t ion ,  and  

num erous  o ther  Conven t ions  in  d i f f e ren t  par ts  o f  the  wor ld ,  bu t  i t  seems 

econom ic  and po l i t i ca l  reasons  m ay be s t ronger  than these ins t r um ents .   

Le t  us  know take a  few ques t ions  f rom  the  m em bers  o f  the  aud ience.  I  

wou ld  grea t l y  apprec ia te  i t  i f  you  wou ld  pu t  f o r th  ques t ions ,  and re f ra in  f rom 

m ak ing  any s ta tem ents ,  as  we have very  l i t t le  t im e ava i lab le .  P lease keep i t  

shor t  and  s im p le  so  the  pane l l i s ts  have t ime to  answer  a l l  your  ques t ions .   

The gent lem an there .  

 

M ember of  the  Audience:  

I  wou ld  l i ke  to  s ta r t  by thank ing  T . I .  f o r  inv i t i ng  m e to  take  par t  in  t h is  

conference.   
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I  wou ld  l i ke  to  m ake two po in ts .  One,  tha t  we in  the  academ ic  l i f e  have  

sh i f ted  com ple te l y f rom  the  concept  o f  secur i t y  and nat iona l  secur i t y ,  to  t he  

concept  o f  hum an secur i t y .  I  wou ld  have loved to  have seen greater  em phas is  on  

the  procedures  re la ted  to  hum an secur i t y .   

I  have  a lso  rev iewed  the  th ree  Ho l y Books ,  and  I  am  in  to ta l  accordance  

w i th  H is  Ho l iness ,  tha t  is  tha t  what  is  needed is  g rea ter  em phas is  on  in tegr i t y ,  

hum an,  ind iv idua l  and  communi t y in tegr i t y .   

The th ree  Ho l y Books  revea led  tha t  the  de f in i t ion  o f  human secur i t y  

depends  on or  is  based on  a  lack  o f  f ear .  Fear  o f  our  bas ic  needs  not  be ing  

sa t is f ied ,  f ear  f o r  our  phys ica l  sa fe t y,  f ear  o f  no t  hav ing  sa fe  and secure  

res idence ,  and fear  o f  imm igra t ion  be ing  curbed.   

My po in t  is  tha t  we have  to  p lace  grea ter  em phas is  on  hum an secur i t y .   

My second po in t  is  abou t  cor rup t ion  and  f ind ing  a  so lu t ion  to  hum an 

secur i t y .  Cor rup t ion  i s  m anm ade.  I t  i s  spread ing  a l l  over .  W e have seen heard  

toda y o f  the  im pac t  o f  cor rup t ion ,  and soon  enough we w i l l  w i tness  f i r s t -hand the  

im pac t  o f  the  in te rna t iona l  f inanc ia l  c r is is  on  hum an secur i ty ,  espec ia l l y  i n  

deve lop ing  count r ies .   

I  th ink  we  need  to  have an index  s im i la r  to  t he  CPI ,  an  index  l i s t ing  

br ibers ,  inc lud ing  the  governm ents  wi th  t he  wors t  t r ack  record  in  pa ying  br ibes 

to  heads  o f  s ta tes ,  po l i t i c ians ,  and ind iv idua ls  in  deve lop ing  count r ies  or  in  

deve loped count r ies .   

I t  i s  ex t rem ely im por tan t  t ha t  we have such an index  o f  b r ibers ,  as  we l l  as  

a  b lack  l i s t ,  as  m ent ioned  b y Pro fesso r  P ie th ,  o f  corpora t ions  invo lved in  

b r iber y.  

Thank  you.  

 

M r  UGAZ (M oderator) :  

Do you have a  ques t ion ,  S i r?   

 

M ember of  the  Audience:  

No.  

 

M r UGAZ (M oderator) :  
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Thank  you.  Yes .   

 

M r ROVEL (M ember  of  the  Audience) :  

Good a f te rnoon,  m y nam e is  F rank  Rove l ,  and I  have a  ver y s im p le  and 

shor t  ques t ion .   

E igh teen years  ago,  Peter  E igen to ld  m e tha t  we cou ld  no  longer  a f f o rd  to 

to le ra te  cor rup t ion .  And he asked m e what  I  was  go ing  to  do  about  i t  persona l l y!  

I  have been wor r ied  abou t  the  answer  ever  s ince ,  and  have  fe l t  gu i l t y  f o r  no t  

do ing  enough.   

I  wake up ever y m orn ing  and ask  m yse l f  what  can I  do .  I  see  you and th is  

en t i re  room ,  and the  com for t  and luxury in  wh ich  we are  a l l  s i t t i ng ,  and  I  cannot  

he lp  bu t  sa y tha t  as  cor rup t ion  f igh ters ,  we need  to  “comfor t ”  the  “a f f l i c ted”  and  

“a f f l i c t ”  the  “com for tab le ” .   

A l low m e to  “a f f l i c t ”  you by ask ing  a  s im p le  ques t ion .  W hen you leave  

here  toda y wha t  one ac t  w i l l  you  persona l l y  car r y ou t  to  reduce  cor rup t ion? An 

ac t  tha t  you can come back  a  year  f rom now and hones t l y  say m ade a  d i f f e rence 

in  t he  l i f e  o f  perhaps  on ly one person,  bu t  a  person nonethe less ,  su f fe r ing  

because o f  cor rup t ion .   

Thank  you.   

 

M r UGAZ (M oderator) :  

Thank  you ver y m uch.  The gent lem an here .   

 

M r  HONAK A (M ember  of  the  Audience) :  

Thank  you very m uch.  M y nam e is  Mike  Honaka,  I  am  the  Min is te r  o f  

Jus t ice  o f  N iger ia .  

I  have a  ra ther  s im p le  ques t ion .  Is  there  any o ther  wa y to  f igh t  cor rup t ion?  

That  is  any o ther  wa y than by m eans  o f  the  law,  b y tak ing  c r im ina ls  to  cour t ,  b y 

seek ing  conv ic t i ons? Is  there  any o ther  way?   

 

M r UGAZ (M oderator) :  

Thank  you.  The gent lem an on the  r igh t .  Th is  w i l l  be  the  las t  ques t ion ,  so  tha t  we 

s t i l l  have  two  m inutes  fo r  the  par t ic ipants  to  m ake the i r  f ina l  r em arks  and  
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comm ents .  Of  course ,  we sha l l  con t inue d iscuss ing  these issues  in  the  var ious  

workshops .   

 

M ARK W ADE (M ember  of  the  Audience) :   

My nam e is  Mark  W ade.  I  am  f rom  the  Repub l ic  o f  T r in idad and Tobago,  where  I  

am  Cha i rm an o f  the  Pub l ic  Accounts  Ente rpr ises  Comm it tee .  I  wanted to  ask  the  

pane l l i s ts  whether  they th ink  the  t im e has  com e to  ca tegor ise  cor rup t ion  as  a  

c r im e aga ins t  hum ani t y and fo r  perpet ra tors  to  f ace  c r im ina l  sanc t ions ,  and  

second l y whether  governm ents  tha t  b la tan t l y  re fuse to  im p lem ent  m easures  to  

ensure  t ransparenc y and accountab i l i t y  shou ld  be  sub jec t  t o  sanc t ions  f rom  the 

g loba l  comm uni t y?  

 

M r UGAZ:   

Thank  you.   

 

M r PASS AS:   

I f  I  m ay,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  answer  the  ques t ion  about  the  one  th ing  I  p lan  on  do ing  

a f te r  we leave here  toda y.  As  an  academ ic ,  m y a im  is  to  d r ive  m y s tudents  m ad 

and b y m y s tuden ts ,  I  do  no t  on l y m ean m y un ivers i t y  s tuden ts  bu t  a lso  bank  

o f f ic ia ls ,  governm ent  o f f ic ia ls  and law enfo rcem ent  p ro fess iona ls .  I l l us t ra t ing  the  

consequences ,  som et im es  h idden consequences  o f  cor rup t ion ,  i l lus t ra t ing  the  

consequences  v isua l l y  to  these groups  can have a  very power fu l  e f f ec t  on  them , 

and the y can then share  tha t  w i th  the i r  f r iends  and fam i l ies ,  so  eventua l l y ,  t here  

are  a  lo t  o f  m ad peop le  read y and w i l l ing  to  do  som eth ing  to  m ake som e k ind  o f  

a  d i f f e rence.   

 

M r  PIETH:   

I  wou ld  l i ke  to  m ake two ra ther  succ inc t  po in ts .  F i rs t l y ,  i sn ’ t  t ime cor rup t ion  was  

labe l led  a  c r im e aga ins t  hum ani t y?  That  i s  a  ver y provocat ive  ques t ion  I  th ink ,  

because i f  you  th ink  o f  cor rup t ion ,  the  ra ther  c rass  fo rms  o f  cor rup t ion  and the  

c r im es  comm i t ted  by the  m ore  power fu l ,  then you have no prob lem  in  ident i f y ing  

cor rup t ion  thus .  
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But  i t  ha  a lso  been dem ons t ra ted  tha t  cor rup t ion  a lso  or ig ina tes  f rom  the 

power less ;  som et im es  the  power less  have to  pa y br ibes ,  and  som et im es  they 

benef i t  f rom cor rup t ion… obv ious ly pe t t y  cor rup t ion  endem ic  to  the  m asses 

causes  m ajor  soc ia l  p rob lem s.  I t  wou ld ,  however ,  be  to ta l l y  d i spropor t i onate  to  

perce ive  a  s ing le  ac t  o f  cor rup t ion  as  a  c r im e aga ins t  hum ani t y .  One has  to  be  

very care fu l .   

As  to  Mr  Rove l ’s  po in t ,  I  wou ld ,  ver y br ie f l y ,  l i ke  to  say th is :  we have 

d iscussed a t  l eng th  what  you can  do  about  cor rup t ion  in  t e rms  o f  pun ishm ent  

and negat i ve  re in fo rcem ent .  I  th ink  tha t  there  is  a  lo t  m ore  ou t  there  tha t  can be 

done by hand l ing  the  prob lem  f rom a  pos i t i ve  perspec t ive .  I  have on ly rea l l y  

thought  about  i t  i n  te rms  o f  the  econom ic  contex t  w i th in  com pan ies .   

So,  to  c i t e  a  conc re te  exam ple  we are  cur ren t l y  negot ia t ing  w i th  g roups  o f  

com pan ies ,  i f  com pan ies  pu t  the  fac i l i t a t i on  paym ents  the y cur ren t l y  m ake in to  a  

box ,  together  w i th  cont r ibu t ions  f rom  gove rnm ent  adver t is ing ,  and dec la re  them , 

and o f f ic ia ls  rece ive  a  fa i r  sa la r y,  then tha t  is  one way in  wh ich  cor rup t ion  can  

be countered.  Obv ious ly you have to  m ake sure  tha t  the  paym ents  are  no t  s im p ly 

ra ised and tha t  som eone s t i l l  wants  m ore  a t  the  end o f  the  da y.  

 

M s KHAN:   

Let  m e beg in  w i th  the  issue o f  c r imes  aga ins t  hum ani ty,  because  

obv ious ly tha t  is  an  a rea I  dea l  w i th  in  m any wa ys ,  i n  m y ro le  as  bo th  lawyer  and 

head  o f  Am nes ty In te rna t iona l .   

 I  th ink  i t  i s  im por tan t  to  see cor rup t ion  no t  j us t  as  an  ac t ,  bu t  as  a  

sys tem ic  prob lem .  As an  ac t ,  you c r im ina l i se  i t .  As  a  sys tem ic  prob lem ,  you have  

to  do  m uch m ore  than jus t  c r im ina l ise  i t  and there in  l ies  t he  cha l lenge,  because  

the  te rm  cor rup t ion  covers  a  huge range o f  ac t iv i t i es  and prob lems and fa i lu re  o f  

s ys tem s tha t  a l l  need to  be  se t  s t ra igh t .  The response,  there f ore ,  needs  to  be  

m uch m ore  com plex .   

 I  com e f rom  a  count r y  were  you have to  b r ibe  the  chap who comes  to  read  

your  e lec t r ic i t y  m et re .  He is  do ing  you a  favour  when read ing  the  m eter ,  so  you 

have to  pa y h im  a  l i t t le  ex t ra .  Now can you  b lam e h im  when you  know how m uch 

he earns? How e lse  i s  he  go ing  to  sur v i ve?  
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 Then,  on  the  o ther  hand,  you have r ich  po l i t i ca l  l eaders  who syphon o f f  

s ta te  assets .  And in  be tween you have sys tems tha t  a l l ow im pun i t y,  m ak ing  i t  

ver y d i f f i cu l t  f o r  the  s ta te  to  car r y ou t  i t s  du t ies .  That  is  wh y I  be l i eve  a  m ul t ip le ,  

m u l t i - layered s t ra teg y is  the  answer .   

I  a lso  be l i eve  tha t  the  rea l  p rob lem  is  no t  the  add i t i on  o f  new laws  but  t he  

ac tua l  im p lem enta t ion  o f  ex is t i ng  laws .  There  are  m any too ls  t ha t  a re  no t  be ing  

used and I  th ink  we need to  i nves t iga te  such a  prob lem  and m ake th ings  happen.   

Now,  as  to  what  I  wou ld  do .  I  com e f rom  a  count r y where  cor rup t ion  is  a  

way o f  l i f e ,  so  you e i t her  f igh t  i t  o r  succumb to  i t .  You can dec ide  to  pa y a  br ibe  

or  re fuse to  do  so ,  you can expose your  l eaders  or  le t  them  be… i t  i s  a l l  par t  o f  

the  da i l y  ba t t le .   

For  m e persona l l y ,  as  head o f  Am nes ty  In te rna t iona l ,  where  we are  

expand ing  our  work  to  i nc lude the  area  o f  pover t y and  hum an r igh ts ,  and where  

we can see how cor rup t ion  ac ts  l i ke  a  cancer ,  des t roying  the  very s ys tem s we 

are  seek ing  to  upho ld ,  f rom  tha t  perspec t i ve ,  what  I  p lan  on  do ing  is  go ing  back  

and m ak ing  sure  tha t  m y a t  A . I .  a re  in  cons tan t  comm unica t ion  wi th  our  

co l leagues  a t  T . I .  and  tha t  we are  work ing  we l l  together  i n  the  f ie ld .   

F ina l l y ,  i f  m em ory se rves  m e cor rec t ,  a  comm ent  was  m ade about  f ear .  I  

a lwa ys  l i ke  to  speak  abou t  hope,  because the  bes t  wa y to  f igh t  f ear  is  w i th  hope.  

I  earnes t l y  be l ieve  tha t  a  lo t  o f  p rogress  has  been m ade.  I t  i s  am azing  how m uch 

progress  has  been made on th is  issue wi th in  such a  shor t  per iod  o f  t im e.  And  

tha t  g ives  m e hope,  even i f  we never  f ind  a  wor ld  tha t  is  cor rup t ion  f ree ,  o r  a  

wor ld  t ha t  is  hum an r igh ts  abuse f ree .  

But  the  progress  we are  m ak ing ,  the  awareness  we  are  ra is ing ,  and the  

em powerm ent  o f  peop le… I  be l ieve  a l l  th i s  w i l l  m ake our  wor ld  a  be t te r  p lace .  

So,  I  th ink  the  m essage is  one o f  hope  ra ther  than o f  f ear .  

  

M r ST AVENH AGEN:   

I  s tand by Ms  Khan ’s  words .  As  fo r  ind igenous  peop les ,  over  the  years  I  

have wi tnessed som e o f  the  wors t  f o rm s  of  v io la t ion  o f  the i r  bas ic  hum an r igh ts ,  

re la ted  to  the i r  land,  the  te r r i to r ies  tha t  t hey occupy and the  resources  the y l i ve  

on .  W hat  i t  bo i ls  down to  is  s tea l i ng ,  s tea l ing  assets  f rom  peop le  who not  on ly  
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t rad i t iona l l y  and lega l l y  own these assets ,  bu t  a lso  l i ve  o f f  them,  whose surv i va l  

i s  guaranteed by them .   

I  agree  tha t  s tea l i ng  the  wea l th  and assets ,  the  land and resou rces  o f  the  

weakes t  m em bers  o f  soc ie t y shou ld  be  cons idered a  c r im e aga ins t  hum ani t y,  

because  i t  i s  re la ted  to  o ther  issues  o f  concern ,  such as  env i ronm enta l  po l l u t i on ,  

c l im ate  change and a l l  o ther  m ajor  issues  a f f l i c t ing  the  wor ld  today.   

There  is  no  s im p le  answer .  And what  one shou ld  do  when leav ing  th is  ha l l  

toda y or  in  a  f ew days  t im e,  is  to  cont inue to  he lp  to  em power  ind igenous  

peop les  po l i t i ca l l y ,  econom ica l l y ,  and  cu l tu ra l l y  and  he lp  them  main ta in  t he i r  t i es  

to  the i r  land and resources ,  to  keep,  these bas ic  resources ,  wh ich  they have  

owned s ince  t im e imm em or ia l .   

Because  th is  is  no t  on l y a  lega l  issue.  As  we  a l l  know,  we  have m any 

good laws  but  they a re  no t  a lwa ys  im p lemented proper l y.  A t  t he  end o f  the  da y,  

i t  i s  a  ques t ion  o f  par t ic ipa t ion ,  a  ques t ion  o f  em powerm ent ,  a  ques t ion  o f  

hum an d ign i t y and a  ques t ion  o f  respec t  f o r  the  r i gh ts  o f  o thers .   

Thank  you.   

 

M r KALL AS:  

I  wou ld  sa y tha t  I  sha re  the  op in ion  o f  m any o f  m y fe l low pane l l i s ts .  W e need to  

have good  ru les .  Bu t  99% of  our  success  depends  on the  im p lem enta t ion  o f  

those ru les .   

F i rs t ,  we need hones t  peop le  whose pr io r i t y  i t  i s  to  m ain ta in  the i r  own  

in tegr i t y .  Th is  m eans  tha t  they shou ld  be  e lec ted  by m eans  o f  t ransparent  

p rocesses  and e lec t ions .  Peop le  w i th  a  con f l i c t  o f  in te res t  shou ld  no t  be  e lec ted  

to  pos i t i ons  where  they are  ca l led  upon to  m ake im por tan t  dec is ions .   

And i f  ru les  are  t ransparent ,  then th is  can be m on i to red .   

W e need to  have  c lear  ru les  and  laws  in  p lace .  W e do not  want  an y fo rm 

o f  am bigu i t y,  o r  l ack  of  qua l i f i ca t ions  o r  lack  o f  d isc re t iona ry powers .  Th is  

per ta ins  in  par t icu la r  to  the  ru les  in  pub l ic  p rocurem ent ,  a  com plex  and sens i t ive  

area tha t  a lways  seems to  a t t rac t  uneth ica l  behav iour .   

W e shou ld  have a  c lear  dec is ion-m ak ing  mechan ism  tha t  is  t ransparent  t o  

a l l ,  and in  ever y wa y.   
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I f  there  is  rea l  t ransparency,  and ru les  and peop les  and dec is ion-m ak ing  

processes  can be m on i to red ,  then you  have the  too ls  necessary to  f igh t  

cor rup t ion .  

Thank  you 

 

M r  UGAZ (M oderator) :  

Thank  you ver y m uch.  And  we m anaged to  f in ish  on  t im e!   

I t  i s  c lear  t ha t  t here  are  a  m ul t i t ude o f  ver y d i f f e ren t  i deas  on  these 

issues .  Today’s  speakers  have g iven us  m uch food fo r  thought .  The Pa t r ia rch  

h igh l igh ted  the  fac t  tha t  we need to  change our  soc ia l  va lues  and re in fo rce  

educat ion ,  ra ise  awareness  and s t reng then  fam i l y t ies .   

For  those o f  you who be l ieve  ru les  are  im por tan t ,  we have the  Un i ted  

Nat ions  Convent ion ,  the  European T ransparenc y In i t ia t i ve ,  and o ther  

convent ions  l i ke  tha t  o f  the  OECD.   

W e heard  about  t he  im pac t  o f  cor rup t ion  on  the  vu lnerab le  m em bers  of  

soc ie t y,  l i ke  ind igenous  peop les ,  wom en and ch i l d ren .  And we heard  tha t  nobody 

is  imm une to  th is  p rob lem ,  because cor rup t ion  is  a  wa y o f  l i f e  t ha t  has  becom e 

em bedded in  t he  ver y  f oundat ions  o f  our  ex is tence.   

These are  som e o f  the  ideas  you can take  awa y w i th  you and exp lore  

fu r ther  dur ing  the  var ious  workshops .  Thank  you ver y m uch fo r  com ing toda y.  

  

M aster  o f  Ceremonies:  

Thank  you to  Pro f .  Ugaz,  our  co l l eague f rom Peru .  A l low m e to  take  up  a 

fu r ther  two m inutes  o f  your  t im e to  g ive  you  som e add i t i ona l  in fo rm at ion .   

As  you know,  we w i l l  now have our  co f fee  break ,  a f te r  wh ich  the  f i r s t  

workshop wi l l  s ta r t  a t  17 :30 .  There  is  another  workshop a f te r  tha t ,  one you don ’ t  

know about  and  I  w i l l  ver y qu ick l y r ead a  few l i nes  to  desc r ibe  i t  to  you.   

 “Two weeks  ago the  OECD issued an ex t raord inary repor t  c r i t i c is ing  the  

UK’s  lack  o f  com pl iance w i th  the  OECD Ant i -b r iber y Convent ion  and la ying  ou t  

de ta i l ed  recomm endat ions  fo r  the  adopt ion  o f  cor rec t ive  m easures .  The repor t  i s  

hard-h i t t i ng ,  as  i t  charges  the  UK Governm ent  o f  no t  hav ing  the  po l i t i ca l  w i l l  t o  

com ply.  The OECD’s  repor t  has  c rea ted  an im por tan t  window o f  oppor tun i t y to  

acce lera te  an t icor rup t ion  en forcem ent .  I f  the  UK com pl ies ,  t he  success  o f  the 
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OECD Convent ion  w i l l  be  wi th in  reach,  r esu l t ing  in  a  subs tan t ia l  reduc t ion  in  

f o re ign  br iber y.  I f  the  UK fa i ls  to  com ply,  t he  c red ib i l i t y  o f  the  Convent ion  w i l l  be  

underm ined. ”   

The speakers  in  th is  workshop are  Ms  Huguet te  Labe l le ,  who w i l l  

in t roduce the  them e,  F r i t z  He im ann f rom T . I . ,  Mark  P ie th  and Mar ia  Gavoune l i ,  

Cha i rm an and V ice  Cha i r  o f  the  OECD’s  work ing  group on br iber y respec t i ve l y,  

Jerem y Carver  f rom  T . I .  UK. ,  and Franco is  V incke,  Cha i rm an o f  the  ICC Ant i -

cor rup t ion  Comm iss ion .  C los ing  rem arks  wi l l  be  m ade b y Ms  Labe l le .   

For  those o f  you  who  are  in te res ted ,  t he  workshop wi l l  be  he ld  f rom  19:30  

to  20 :30 ,  in  MC2,  Leve l  1 .  O therwise ,  the re  is  a  we lcom ing cock ta i l  a t  19 :30 .  

And f rom  20:30 onwards  there  w i l l  be  busses  to  take  you back  to  your  ho te ls .   

Thank  you fo r  be ing  here  today.  W e look  fo rward  to  see ing  you a l l  here  

tom or row m orn ing  a t  9 :00 .   

Thank  you ver y m uch.    

  


