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WORKSHOP REPORT FORM

Number and title of workshop 
Workshop 1.4 Governing the Climate Change Agenda – Making the Case for Transparency
Date and time of workshop
30th October, 2008, 17:30 – 19:30
Moderator (Name and Institution) 
Robin Hodess, Transparency International Secretariat
Rapporteur (Name and Institution) 
Farzana Nawaz, Transparency International Secretariat

Panellists (Name, institution, title)

	Richard Calland, Director, Open Democracy Advice Centre
Michael Stanley-Jones, Environmental Information Management Officer, Aarhus Convention Secretariat

Jacob Werksman, Programme director, Institutions and Governance Programme, World Resources Institute



Main Issues Covered

	· Why climate change matters and how it matters – the focus should be shifted from climate change to climate justice. 
· Brief overview of the key landmarks in the climate change field; these include, the Rio declaration (UNFCC), Kyoto, Bali and Copenhagen. 
· Example of climate change governance through an international instrument – the Aarhus convention. 

· Unique challenges posed by emerging issues such as the emissions trading market under CDM. 



Recommendations, Follow-up Actions

	Climate change increasingly challenges the development agenda. It links to major issues of development, such as effectiveness of aid, delivery of basic public services, etc. Tackling corruption in climate change is crucial to achieving climate justice. 
· Given the urgency and importance of the issue, governance in the area of climate change / climate justice needs to be more participatory. 
· This workshop sets the stage to deal with the consequence of the democratic challenge posed by climate change governance / climate justice. 



Workshop Highlights (including interesting quotes)

	· Climate change is not just about the science, it is about a broad range of human issues such as power, politics and governance. Corruption and climate change should be grouped together for climate justice to be effective. 

· Climate change is a complex issue with many interconnected variables, the understanding of which is vital to the solution of the problem. The human dimension, such as the need for better governance is crucial. 
· Climate change poses an unique governance for many reasons:
· This is an area where we are making political decisions based on the needs of people who are not here to speak for themselves, the future generation. Our failure to make the right choices will cripple the chances of our children and grandchildren. 
· In the solutions we are now beginning to grapple with, we need to pay attention to the process in which the decisions are made – they need to be transparent and participatory. Not just in the interest of the elite, but also the poor and the working class, i.e. the vulnerable. 
· There are a long list o international instruments to aid us in this purpose – e.g. the United Nation’s Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) – principle 10 of which forms the Aarhus convention - and the Kyoto Protocol. However, most of these international instruments are not very effective – not enough political traction or political will on national and international levels. 
· International conventions have also failed to provide the clarity of rules that big businesses are asking for. This is a departure from the usual stance of businesses, where they are less keen for rules to be imposed on them. In the case of climate change they are looking for more direction from the governments on the way forward. 
· One possible exception to the status quo of environmental governance is the Aarhus convention. It focuses on the rights of citizens to have access to information on environmental issues. It recognizes the desirability of transparency in all areas of governances. There are detailed rules to ensure that the public can participate. 
· Carbon trading markets might be more vulnerable to corruption than markets in diamond, timber etc. because of their intangible nature. These markets are based on the purchase and selling of the right to pollute. The intangible nature of these commodities might potentially leave them more vulnerable to corruption because it is up to the discretion of the regulators to decide if requirements of offset have been met. The impact of corruption in this area is also potentially more severe because of the possibility that in an emissions transaction one party (the developed nation) may buy the right to pollute more without reducing pollution in the developing counterpart. 
· Regulation is of vital importance, and can be argued that it is the most important aspect of the carbon trading / emissions markets. 



	


Signed
Farzana Nawaz, October 30th, 2008
__________________________________________________________________________
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