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INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS:  

IMPORTANT TOOLS FOR CIVIL SOCIETY 


The 12th International Anticorruption Conference is providing well-deserved attention to the international anticorruption conventions.  Several panels will analyze the United Nations Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC), the UN Conventions Against Transnational Crime, the various instruments of the Organization of Economic Co-Operation and Development (OECD) against different forms of corruption, as well as some of the regional conventions, particularly the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption (IACC).  Thus, this session will touch very briefly on this subject to avoid repetition. 


There are several anticorruption conventions that commit the States to a set of reforms and policies to prevent, investigate and sanction corruption.  They also promote coordination and collaboration among States to avoid impunity across borders.     The UNCAC has the broader reach across the globe, as it will eventually commit all UN members to set of rules regarding corruption.   OECD Anti-Bribery Convention also is applicable to all countries. 


There are also several regional conventions and action plans geared to increase transparency and accountability in public affairs.  These include: 

· The Council of Europe’s Group of Countries  Against Corruption (GRECO) Action Plan 

· The African Union Convention on Preventing and Combating Corruption 

· The Asian Development Bank-OECD Anti-Corruption Action Plan for Asia and the Pacific 

· The Organization of American States’ Inter-American Convention Against Corruption 
Using the conventions provide several advantages for civil society when addressing corruption issues.   Among these: 
1. A State Commitment:  Conventions are international commitments assumed by the State.  It goes beyond political parties or government in office.  Thus, it avoids the pointing finger exercise that often only serves to waste precious time, energy and resources.   It also establishes continuity. 

2. An Anticorruption Action Plan:  The conventions provide an outline a wide range of international requirements that countries should implement.  These include having a professional civil service system, a legal framework for transparency and accountability, and much more.  Using the conventions as an anticorruption action plan avoids time-consuming consensus building discussions among civil society organizations and between civil society and the government.

3. Conventions identify and often outline the type of reforms that are needed to improve transparency and accountability. 

4. Most conventions provide monitoring mechanisms.  Some rely on self-evaluation; others on peer review, regional steering groups, experts review terms and/or civil society participation.   These provide civil society organizations the opportunity to focus attention on key issues.    
HOW TO USE THE CONVENTIONS?
Conventions identify reforms in several sectors that are required for a proper anti-corruption framework.  Some of the initiatives civil society can conduct in this area are:  

1. Conduct diagnostic/assessment of laws that require changes to comply with the Convention.  

a. Penal codes, money laundering regulations, contracts and procurement, public employment, conflict of interest, etc. 

b. Produce documents that can support the legislative work and the administrative reforms.

i. Compare national legislation with convention.  Are there contradictions?  Duplication of laws?  Laws that are lacking?

ii. Suggest required reforms

2. Build networks or strategic coalitions to work on these issues 

a. Academics, research centers, specialized NGOs, experts

b. Identify reforms required 

c. Work with the government and the media to outline reforms needed

3. Monitor compliance 

a. Access to information

b. Conflict of interest

c. Asset declarations 

d. Monitor and non compliance 
4. Report on compliance 

a. Take advantages of spaces provided to civil society for monitoring and reporting to international organizations on the government compliance and implementation of the particular convention

b. Prepare reports and disseminate finding

5. Create awareness 
a. Many citizens are not aware of anticorruption commitments assumed by the government and State

b. Print and distribute conventions in citizen friendly language or designs

c. Raise consciousness of on how government is complying with its international obligations or not, based on monitoring and reporting process.
d. Conduct public awareness campaigns on reforms required based on the convention

e. Make public reports issued by the official convention monitoring organization. 

Some international organizations, including the United Nations, the Council of Europe and Transparency International, provide ample assistance to civil society for monitoring and report on conventions compliances.  The information is available through the organizations WebPages. 

