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Main Issues Covered
	Significant progress has already been made in specific sectors such as women’s rights, children’s rights, the right to health and the right to education. While there is little doubt about an adverse effect of corruption on human rights, inter alia, by denying or impeding peoples’ fundamental economic and social rights guaranteed to them in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the extent to which this happens is rarely observed and understood. Moreover, although human rights have tended to be considered part of the governance agenda, there still appears to be relatively few examples of how human rights are influencing governance sub-areas outside the area of “justice” programming. Yet, looking analytically into the relationship between human rights and corruption as well as taking stock of available programmes and legal instruments are the first crucial steps in developing and implementing effective anti-corruption strategies that would incorporate a human rights perspective. As a contribution to the ongoing conceptual work on the subject, the workshop Human Rights and Anti-Corruption Strategies: Determinants for Development?  pursued in particular the following objectives: first, to firmly establish the linkages between corruption and human rights and secondly, to identify effective methods of fighting corruption while safeguarding human rights.

The main issues covered:

· outcome of the OHCHR Seminar on Human Rights and Corruption held in Warsaw on 8-9 November 2006; 

· findings of the in-dept study on the linkages between human rights and corruption (Raoul Wallenberg Institutes’ paper commissioned by UNDP);

· potential conflicts between human rights principles and anti-corruption measures;

· possible use of Human Rights Instruments to fight corruption;

· adverse impact of corruption on human rights, illustrated by specific cases from Mexico and Guatemala;

· role of civil society, media and private sector;

· fighting corruption while safeguarding human rights;

Questions raised:

· is there a causal relationship between corruption and human rights?;

· how can anti-corruption strategies and human rights go hand in hand to better achieve development outcomes?;

· are there good examples/best practices where human rights and anti-corruption strategies have gone together?




Main Outcomes
	· clearer understanding of the linkages between corruption and human rights;

· greater awareness of the usefulness of a human rights based approach to anti-corruption programming;

· heightened awareness of the adverse effects of corruption on both civil and political rights as well as economic, social and cultural rights;

· acknowledgement of the need to safeguard human rights in the fight against corruption;

· realization of the difficulty of establishing a causal relationship between corruption and human rights;

· increased knowledge of international and regional anti-corruption bodies and instruments, such as UNCAC and SADC Protocol, as well as the challenges in their implementation;

· shared national experiences on the linkages between corruption and human rights.



Main Outputs

	· forthcoming report on the Workshop



Recommendations, Follow-up Actions

	· Indicators need to be developed to demonstrate the correlation of corruption and human rights;

· Issues to further reflect upon in relation to corruption: impunity, immunity, lawlessness, participation of civil society and human rights;

· The anti-corruption community and the human rights community can learn more from each other in terms of implementation, monitoring, evaluation and programming;

· Greater attention needs to be paid to implementation and monitoring of programs concerning anti-corruption and human rights. 



Workshop Highlights (including interesting quotes)

	“If anti-corruption is supposed to address the issue of dignity, the only framework that defines dignity is human rights”
“Disregard for human rights in fighting corruption is a moral and strategic mistake”
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