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Main Issues Covered
	· Are women less corrupt than men​? Remains controversial- different studies produced different results. Women overall tend to be less corrupt, however this could be the result of their lack of access to public life and lack of involvement in positions of power and networks which are corrupt. As women gain greater access to public life, this could easily change. 
· Women are more affected by corruption than men- they tend to be victims, not actors. This is intimately linked to their lower socioeconomic status.

· There are numerous case studies which have shown that women in government positions have implemented positive changes which have limited the opportunities for corruption

· Women’s low socio-economic status leaves them vulnerable to exploitation by criminals- consider the rise in trafficking of women which has risen to levels greater than the trafficking in drugs or arms. 

· This is exacerbated by women’s inability to access justice and discrimination against them by law enforcement officials who are often complicit in the crime through corruption and bribery



Main Outcomes
	· Women who’ve had a positive impact on corruption have been nominated to these positions not as a result of their gender, but as a result of their merit for that position through their experiences and proven achievements. Consequently, placing women in public life is not an antidote to corruption however, it should be encouraged on the basis of equality

· Civil society and media have a crucial role to play in awareness raising, empowering, monitoring and investigating acts of corruption

· Studies in Ghana have shown that men and women show significant differences in the justifications they provide for corrupt behaviour. Men tend to emphasise mutual beneficiality in corrupt transactions and the costs saved while women tended to consider the more human aspects of corruption and empathise with the victim

· Greater democratization leads to greater participation by women in public life 



Main Outputs

	· There is no clear answer of whether women are less corrupt than men, but unanimous agreement that women’s socioeconomic disadvantages mean that they suffer disproportionately

· Causes of women’s disempowerment need to be addressed in order to combat their greater disadvantage by corruption. This includes measures such as building networks and alliances of women, sharing and exchanging information and experiences and tackling sources of women’s economic and social disadvantages including access to education and better employment opportunities.



Recommendations, Follow-up Actions

	· More research and studies need to be conducted on gender and corruption
· More women friendly legislation

· Providing better access to justice for women

· Building mutually-supportive networks & alliances.



Workshop Highlights (including interesting quotes)

	“ Women are less corrupt since they have less need for wealth and the trappings of power than men.” Dora Akunyili, NAFDAC, National Agency for Food and Drug Administration and Control, Nigeria.
“Distorted institutions will distort new participants.”
“Transnational organized crime will be a defining issue of the 21st century.” Bernardo Kliksberg

“Social policies are strategic investments.” Bernardo Kliksberg
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