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PEOPLES’ ACTION FOR THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION

AND GOVERNANCE

What were the factors  that propelled the people to call for the ouster of a once highly popular but now ex-president  Joseph Estrada  and what lessons could we learn from this in light of current and future corruption cases against  high government officials, including the people’s right to information and people’s governance?

1. high level of corruption and its roots: In the Philippine experience, it includes an entrenched elite characterized by big landlord interests and big trader and banking business concerns.  It can further be traced back to political dynasties anchored on feudal patronage and an unreformed military and police establishment notorious for its human rights violations and involvement in big-time organized crime.  Hovering above this system of elite democracy are gigantic foreign corporate and financial stakes backed up by their respective governments.  The historical backdrop to all this is the colonial and neocolonial submission by successive Philippine governments to foreign domination and control, particularly US hegemonic interests in the Asia Pacific region.

2. the factors that undermined the Estrada government and caused his downfall: damaging rumors of corruption, syndicated crime and gross ineptitude within the heart of the presidential office;  b.) the further deterioration of the economy hit hard by the 1997 Asian financial crisis and reeling from unbridled globalization; c.) Estrada’s militarist policy in dealing with the Muslim and communist insurgenices.
3. the essential role of the democratic mass movement and its fight against corruption: a.) a vibrant, independent, militant, and a growing and expanding movement that has a substantial mass base and an even broader reach of sympathy and support that spans the breadth of the socio-economic classes and political spectrum; b.) as the core of spontaneous nationalist, democratic and egalitarian stirrings amongst the population at large, it is 

      composed of grassroots, mass-based organizations among the basic sectors of  


landless peasants, exploited workers,  lowly-paid employees and millions of 


urban poor; c.) it has attracted the progressive sections of the intelligentsia 


and patriotic groups and elements among the middle classes who are 


analytical, articulate and devise strategies and tactics to push the people’s 


agenda of unity, reform, and progress; d.) it is imbued with a deep sense of


love of country and a fierce commitment to fight for genuine independence


and national sovereignty; e.) it has developed strategic and tactical allies 


along the arduous, uphill climb for a more egalitarian and truly more caring


society that does not tolerate oppression and exploitation as a natural state


of affairs.


In summary, there is no substitute to building a broad-based democratic


mass movement as the foundation for a serious, no-nonsense, anti-corruption


drive and pro-people governance that will go past tokenism, traditional 


politicking, grandstanding, and sermonizing. 


Finally, a people’s movement must engage the multi-headed corruption 


monster as a critical aspect of the over-all fight for social justice, equity,


and economic well-being as well as the cultural and spiritual upliftment


we all aspire for. ###

