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I. Introduction 

1. It is a pleasure to meet you in this session of the 11th IACC Workshop and to have an opportunity to talk about "Regional Cooperation in the Asia-Pacific and Africa." 
On behalf of the Korea Independent Commission Against Corruption (KICAC), I would like to welcome renowned experts and government officials to the 11th IACC and 3rd Global Forum in Seoul.
Through these conferences, I hope you will learn more about the Korean government's efforts against corruption and progress that have been made so far. 

Before I start, I would like to thank Ms. Fenner and other OECD staffs for working very much to organize this workshop.  

2. As you are well aware, corruption is a common issue for all countries, advanced or not. Since the 1990s, I've seen international movements to fight against corruption.
To name a few, the OECD Anti-bribery Convention (The OECD Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in International Business Transactions) became effective, the WTO has worked on enhancing transparency in government procurement, and the UN members have been negotiating to establish the Convention against Corruption.
According to a study on OECD economies conducted by the Brookings Institute, 1 unit decrease in corruption index will bring 0.2% increase in foreign investment. 

3. In line with this context, I am going to talk about how actively Korea has been engaged in international coalition against corruption and what kind of results it has seen. 

Specifically, my focus will be placed on KICAC's efforts for international cooperation and then most recent efforts to create an anti-corruption belt in the Asia-Pacific region. 
II. KICAC's Works for International Cooperation 
1. Since its inception in Jan. 2002, KICAC has worked with anti-corruption authorities, international organizations, NGOs to strengthen cooperation.  

2. It created international network at bilateral and multilateral levels. 

In Washington May 2002, the Commission had policy consultation meetings with the Department of State (DOS), the Office of Special Counsel (OSC) and the Office of Government Ethics (OGE), and visited the World Bank, Heritage Foundation and Brookings Institute.
In Seoul November 2002, anti-corruption policy consultation meetings were held with the Anti-Corruption Agency of Malaysia, and CPIB (Corrupt Practices Investigation Bureau) of Singapore.
By joining in <Steering Group Meeting of the ADB/OECD Anti-Corruption Action Plan for Asia and the Pacific>, <Ad Hoc Committee on the Negotiation of a Convention against Corruption>, <Anti-Corruption Network for Transition Economies: ACN>, multilateral channels were secured. 

In addition, KICAC constructed close cooperation with related NGOs like Transparency International and leading institutes like IMD and WEF, which evaluate national competitiveness.
3. At the same time, KICAC has pursued regional cooperation in order to create an anti-corruption belt in the Asia Pacific.
Let me give you more detailed explanation on this.  
III. Cooperation Building in the Asia-Pacific 
1. Launch of the International ICAC Forum 

A. Background 

In November 2002, the first International ICAC Forum was held in Seoul hosted by KICAC. Representatives from Hong Kong, NSW/Australia, Malaysia and Singapore participated in the Forum and shared experiences and law enforcement cases. As a result, the five agencies agreed to find ways to create an anti-corruption belt in the Asia-Pacific Region. 

B. The Seoul ICAC Statement Adopted 

Concerned parties agreed to continue the Forum as a regular event, if possible, share experiences and increase cooperation.  

C. Progress and Plan 

i) KICAC met with the heads of the ACA (Malaysia) and CPIB (Singapore) during the 3rd ADB/OECD Asia Pacific Anti-Corruption Steering Group Meeting in Jakarta (from March 4 to 6, 2003) to prepare for the 2nd Forum.
ii) As of April 2003, discussion is underway to launch the 2nd Forum with last year's participants, especially with Malaysia and Australia. 

iii) Working level meeting is scheduled in June 2003 to discuss details such as date, venue, theme, participants, etc. 

2. KICAC's Proposal to Launch APEC Anti-Corruption Ministerial Meeting (ACMM) 

A. Background 

The integrity level of many APEC members is low. As of 2002, just 9 out of 21 member countries is placed in upper 30% group of CPI (Corruption Perception Index) ranking. 

* Among 10 APEC countries listed in the BPI ranking, only 3 countries are ranked in upper group. 

Lack of deterrence mechanism at the APEC level makes it difficult to mobilize cooperation in the Region. Most member countries are strongly determined to tackle corruption, but failed to act on a systematically organized basis. 

* Major international organizations like OECD and regional cooperation bodies like GRECO and OAS have already concluded multilateral anti-corruption convention and operated implementation monitoring systems. 

B. Anticipated Benefits 

i) Efficient implementation of anti-corruption initiatives can increase economic benefit, thereby satisfying the aims of APEC 

ii) Transparency in the process of international aid and loan can be enhanced. 

iii) Member countries can be empowered to overcome reform resistance at the domestic level. 

iv) Anti-corruption strategies of member countries can be monitored and evaluated. 

v) Members can be motivated to join globalization and strengthen international cooperation. 

C. Progress and Plan 

i) Stage 1: Setting the Stage for the APEC ACMM KICAC will participate in APEC senior officials meeting (SOM) and other conferences in the region to explain on the purpose and benefits of the APEC ACMM.
ii) Stage 2 Consultation with APEC Secretariat and obtain agreement from member countries 

IV. Conclusions 
1. Government level talks on anti-corruption actions have not been active, compared to Europe and America.
The Asia-Pacific region accounts for 42% of world population and 47.2% of global trade volume. Given this economic status, the region needs a consultation body to deal with anti-corruption issues for its sustainable economic development.
* Europe has GRECO with 34 member countries and America has OAS.
ADB/OECD Anti-Corruption initiatives has largely contributed to government-private sector cooperation.
2. KICAC believes that the formation of the anti-corruption belt is critical for the economic prosperity of the region. Therefore, KICAC will continue to work for it.  

Apart from engaging in the ADB/OECD Anti-Corruption Initiatives, KICAC will take action like proposing APEC/ACMM, ACA Forum (former ICAC Forum). 

3. The Korean government anticipates that if its efforts bear fruit after all, its CPI ranking will go up from the current 42nd to the 20 cleanest countries in the next ten years. 

KICAC will continue to work to eradicate corruption in the Asia-Pacific as well as Korean society. I hope that all of you will watch us with interest and support. 
Thank you for your attention.
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