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BACKGROUND


Imagine!  There was   reporter from El Espectador the Columbian news paper being interrogated by the military. He was not taken because of his writing but being arrested for smuggling the weapon for the left arms group. This is seemingly impossible to happen in Indonesia. But for the journalist former Bogota University Columbia, this was the logic of his frustration over the authoritarian regime. When the pen and ink no longer able to freed the people suffering from the oppression, he then decided to take the radical steps. According to Gabriel Garcia Marquez, “it is impossible for journalist working without social sensitivity from his society he lives in. Journalist and society is insoluble link that cannot be parted in forming the common consciousness. Knowledge will be no direction if it is no connection to progressive means. It will also be blind if there is no enlighten by progressive theory”.  It was not suppressing for this Noble Prize winner that his critical writing aimed not only for exposing the human rights abuses by the military regime in Columbia but also encouragement for open physical struggle.





Indeed Gabriel Garcia Marquez is having different style compared to Indonesian journalist. But it doesn’t mean that Indonesian journalist is having no practical experiences as the way Garcia Marquez. The example can be found in the bitter time during the New Order experienced by the AJI’s founding members. Some had been trough trouble of dismissal from their works, intimidate and even hunt by the military because of their profession. This can be seen that in the oppressed society and the instable system the journalist can become vanguard for the change. Their task can not be separated from society’s dreams and idealism over the better change. This could also mean that they are not only firmly stand as the informer but also participator in finding the solution in the social, economic and political confusion. Such idealism has been shown by Mr Fuad Mohammad Safrudin who was murdered when he was revealing justice and truth trough his writing. Here is the best example indicate the idealism within journalism that is also difficult to find in the everyday life Indonesian journalist today.





Many books being written about the journalist’s historical profession create myths among some society that they could be compared as the bright star providing the light on the road of marginal society. Some also conservatively believe that this profession is the noblest in the surface of the earth.  Such believe sometimes become a prison for journalist works and even wrapped the idealism in unusual way. When the cultural bundle tore apart and what left behind is collude. Then the idealism in journalist works turned to become the destructor of the diaphragmatic that separate the function and the myth within the society.  Here the journalist could take advantage over the noble myth and pursue for their personal interest. Subsequently the journalist and media begin the put aside the social sensitivity and replaced it with exploitation. They had abandoned idealism to become servant of self interest and unable to answer the public space problems of today. Instead they become the cause of the conflicts itself. The fact is indeed sad.





IDEALISM AND CORRUPTION MODUS OPERANDI


A long with the moving away of idealism the previous pride for being journalist turned to become embarrassment. As is difficult for some journalists who still keep their idealism to lift up their head each time enter to the public space such as the House of Representative Building, Municipal, Jakarta Trading Centre and Banks for they can be seen as the economic predators.





It is now common practice for Indonesian journalist receiving envelope each time they covered the news on the field. In facts some expect to receive it each time they present in the locations. One can easily feel bitter to read the AJI’s report written in the Independence publication.  According to Solahudin the AJI’s General Secretary as he quoted Sofyan Lubis the Director of Indonesian Journalist Association (PWI) statement that receiving “envelope is legal as long as both party happy to such arrangement”. In his reportage Solahudin depicting the envelope practices are about money hunt by journalists without publication. They meet in group around ten to twenty in one hotel in Jakarta and moving together to approach the committee members or coordinator events to handed the list of journalist name. Then the money easily flowed. Their preys are the House of Representative’s members who are crazy over popularity, The State Own Enterprise BUMN’s public relation and even some NGOs. 





The development of such practices become sophisticated and also adopted by some journalist who works under formal institutions. In every Initial Public Offering (IPO) or special investment bit conducted by some companies in the Jakarta Trading Centre each press release sent always attached the Rp.500.000.00 (five hundred thousand rupiah).  One can imagine if in one single day there are two IPO being conducted it mean the envelope journalist will earn Rp.1.000.000.00 (one million rupiah). Furthermore there are also some addition provided by other department such as the Mining Department, Commerce, Financial, Pertamina and others. These institutions were under the State Own Enterprise and the money distributed by the Public Relation Department which included within the State Annual Budget. This explains that the whole Indonesian people carry the financial burden for the journalist notorious habits.





The growing envelope culture has led the profession from being information provider to become financial parasite. The journalists who are placed on the House of Representative and other political institution will become the political book makers. The winning bit of Governor through local election, the fight over highest political position in some political parties can be invented by the work of journalist. It is no longer surprise that the journalist interference can be found everywhere. Now the practices of illegal gambling to legal capital bit are no different. These are the actual facts of Indonesian journalist life. 





Consequently there are also growing difficulties for some journalist to approach the person or some institution which can become the source of information. They are seemingly distance themselves from journalist. The reason is because the growing suspicion among the source of information fearing that they could fall being the journalist prey. 





The existing envelope journalist is indeed intimidating but the apology being made that it is related to the poor salary they are receiving. In comparison to Thailand the Indonesian journalis only receive a quarter and one third from their counterpart in Philipine. The salary for the junior reporter in Jakarta only Rp.1.000.000,00 (one million rupiah) and the local area outside Jakarta range between Rp 150.000,00 to Rp 250.000,00 (one hundred fifty thousand to two hundred fifty thousand rupiah). This explains that the poor welfare amongst the Indonesian journalist led to the frowing desire for envelope culture. Furthermore, the great temptation emerged from the senior journalist and even the external factor which is often started from the source of information itself.





Now there is strong indication that the profession of journalist incline towards money oriented rather idealism. Journalist is profession that is no different than other ordinary jobs which is no special obligation and task. People choose to become journalist are no longer motivated by idealism but merely money to eat. (see “Dream to Live Properly”, AJI Annual Report 2001, page 35)





Other negative aspect of this phenomenon is making journalist position become the mouth-piece of the certain sources rather the partner. They works then become bias and far from the field investigation facts and the social sensitivity. It is form of orders far from critical measure. Here independence is being sacrificed. 





Once the Indonesian Attorney-General openly said to one of the AJI’s Committee Member related to the envelope culture practiced by one of the Jakarta electronic reporter. “That television journalist is refusing an envelope, but he wants the money send to his account number”. This is the minister comment pointing the finger to a corruption practice. This explains also that the envelope journalist is indeed loosing the bargaining power by sacrificing his/her independency.  One can imagine, how could possible journalist be in such position covered successfully the issues of corruption?





WHAT NEED TO BE DONE BY INDONESIAN JOPURNALIST?


Journalist is having the most strategic position in the society. The information is a vital instrument to build the better society and the journalist is obliged monitoring the state financial. For example by exposing the state financial mismanagement the journalist is already being part to combat corruption. The society had rights to receive the correct information concerning the cause of financial crisis and state deviation. One of the reasons the state financial trouble occurred is because the corruption has been widely spread. Journalist had rights to explains to the public regarding corruption and why it needs be eliminate? How? Who? When? Without journalist serious motivation and task to fight corruption, any agenda to destroy corruption, collusion and nepotism is doubted.


Therefore, in order to achieve the highest goal of democratic society the journalist should be able to function as the vacuum cleaner against the misuse power and corruption.





In the frame works regarding the investigation job for the issue of corruption, there should be several conditions earn by journalists:


They should equipped by the knowledge of micro economic that could at least an able being used to read the financial book-keeping. So that it is easy to understand the system applied in the State Budget in both level the national and the local one.


Collecting the complete data related to the law and rules involving the high state apparatus’s rights and authorities that going to be investigate. The journalist should also know whether the person in power has successfully met the target of his/her duties as it has been planed. In particular related to the financial approved in the budget. This is importance for avoiding the unnecessary collision which could be fatal and ended up being sued by the one who being investigated. 


The ability to examine the open documents and even the classified one without breaking the code ethics. For example to conduct research about the state financial reports audited by the professional public account via website or other methods.


Thoroughly double examines the authenticity of the documents involves or other information. For example, when the journalist receiving the copy of the cheque being transferred by Mr.X to the member of the House. Such a document must be confirm and double examined to the competent source.


Publish continually the final result of the research regarding the inappropriate used of the state financial until the public opinion being formed. Total investigation should be done until all the roots of the problems reveal clearly. Then making people aware that such a case could ruin the state financial system and the threat to society as the whole.





Above mentioned obviously are not the miraculous medicine that cure the problems of corruption in Indonesia. However, these could be come the journalist’s contribution in laying the strong foundation to build better reformed society. Because the political reformation without being support by the good watchdog of the state financial system can be compare to an effort building the great castle on the sand. Overall, the limitation of being journalist we are often to our-self: Is it realistic to put the burden of cleaning up the corruption on the shoulder of journalist? It is difficult to answer. Nevertheless, if we look back into our history on the rise of the nation, we discover the journalist is the vanguard.
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