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SPEECH BY HON. KIRAITU MURUNGI, MP, 

MINISTER OF JUSTICE & CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS 

OF THE REPUBLIC OF KENYA DURING THE OPENING OF THE 11TH INTERNATIONAL ANTI-CORRUPTION CONFERENCE 

SUNDAY 25TH MAY 2003
“When Corruption Is A Crime Against Humanity”

Distinguished delegates to the 11th International Anti-Corruption Conference, Ladies and Gentlemen.

We have come to this friendly country of Korea from far away to learn, share experiences and also, to make a statement. 

Where I come from we don’t wait to read about corruption in newspapers or magazines. In my country one does not have to wait until the effects of corruption are relayed by images on television. Where I come from corruption in part of our lives. Before our own eyes we have seen it fill our roads with potholes; deny medicines to our hospitals; literally remove desks from our classrooms. Corruption has undermined our agricultural sector and thereby our attempts to feed ourselves as a nation; corruption has denied fresh water to parched sections of the nation; corruption has systematically eaten away at the very fabric of our society. You will allow us, therefore, to assert before this distinguished gathering that for us corruption is not merely a crime, it is a crime against humanity. 

After three decades of a civilian dictatorship in Kenya, the devastating effects of corruption, patronage and impunity are all too apparent. They are apparent especially in the manner they affect the poorest of our society. For us in Kenya the fight against corruption is part of the wider struggle for justice and the renewal of the rights of a people recovering from over two decades of a civilian dictatorship. My presence before you here today is partly the result of a collective expression on the part of the Kenyan people of their objection to corruption. When I attended the last IACC in the Czech Republic two years ago it was as a member of the political opposition in Kenya. In December last year the Kenyan people went to the polls and peacefully handed a giant victory to the forces of change and reform.  The transition that has happened in Kenya has opened up the space and created the enabling environment necessary to really fight corruption. That is how I come to find myself here before you as Minister of Justice and Constitutional Affairs leading a large Kenyan delegation that includes government officials, civil society and other sectors. The diversity of our groups demonstrates our commitment to the principle that fighting corruption can only succeed if it is a partnership between different stakeholders committed at the end of the day to alleviating the suffering of the poor in their society.

The cumulative impact of corruption on Kenyan society has been the subject of much study and many speeches. Indeed, under the preceding regime the central pillar of the anti-corruption strategy was talk and more talk and when that was not enough still more talk followed. Indeed, the final objective was to talk but do nothing. This revealed to us in a fundamental way just how difficult it is to fight corruption when a nation’s top leadership is itself irredeemably corrupt. As a new government a key element of our anti-corruption strategy, therefore, has been to start at the top where the fight against corruption is concerned. We recognise that the fight against corruption, more than any other political objective of our administration will affect our credibility and legitimacy in the eyes of the Kenyan people and the international community. Therefore, the newly elected President of Kenya, Honourable Mwai Kibaki, has staked his personal prestige and leadership on continuing commitment to the fight against corruption. During his first state opening of parliament speech on the 18th of February he said: “Corruption is one of the most serious problems Kenya faces. It has undermined our most important institutions and tarnished our reputations as Kenyan leaders. This is going to change. As President I intend to lead this change. Corruption, they say, starts at the top. Now the fight against corruption in Kenya will start at the top.”
The President’s anti-corruption strategy is built around seven pillars. The first pillar is the President’s own unwavering leadership and commitment to pursue the fight against corruption. The second is our government’s commitment to deal with past economic crimes in a just, transparent and effective manner. To this end two weeks ago we established a taskforce to explore the possibility of setting up a truth, justice and reconciliation commission in Kenya. The third is our government’s commitment to institutional reform including the setting up of an independent anti-corruption authority. Fourth of our pillars is implementing the legal reforms to create the enabling environment for the entire strategy to succeed. Fifth is our collaboration with the private sector and professions in the fight against corruption. Sixth: our collaboration with civil society and the media and finally, the deepening of cooperation to fight graft at the international level.

And so, after many years when the Government of the Republic of Kenya tip-toed quietly through the corridors of various International Anti-Corruption Conferences such as this one, this time we are here and are eager to truly participate. We are not here to launch hot air balloons. Our true mission this time as a delegation from Kenya is practical – to listen, to learn, to develop hands-on strategies for the fight against corruption. We reiterate our satisfaction and honour that we are part of the global movement against corruption. We are happy to be here with you as brothers and sisters and the forefront of the fight against corruption. At the end of the day we share a common mission to create a better world for ourselves, our children and future generations. 

Every generation has a right to recreate the world and it is fit and proper for our generation represented by all of us gathered here today to demand a corruption-free world. Because corruption has inflicted untold pain and suffering on our people and should be condemned by humanity. Indeed, corruption for many of us falls in the same league as rape, torture, genocide and other crimes against humanity that rob us of our most essential dignity. 

We would like this conference to recognise the right to live in a corruption-free society as a basic human right. We therefore call on this Conference to condemn corruption as immoral, unjust and repugnant to the ideals of humanity enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. We urge this Conference to reaffirm the urgent necessity to eliminating all forms and manifestations of corruption from the face of the Earth. We would also urge this Conference to pledge support for the free exchange of information, knowledge and experience on and against corruption across borders and between different societies. We request this Conference to recognise and support the efforts of the countless unsung heroes of the fight against corruption wherever they may be across the entire world. It is their often unrecognised bravery and persistence in the face of the worst forms of corruption that changes society, that changes the world. 

I thank-you brothers and sisters…
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