Welcoming Speech (25 May 2003)

by Kang, Kum-sil

Minister of Justice

Dear participants of the 11th International Anti Corruption Conference. I am greatly honored to stand here in front of you today.

Many of you have traveled from afar, and come to share great ideas and experiences, all in the single purpose of fighting corruption. The great amount of preparation that you have undertaken is something that I wish to welcome with sincerity. My welcome to you is one with a deeper meaning, symbolizing the many ways in which I feel honored to receive you today.

I welcome you today as the Korean Minister of Justice. As the promoter and guardian of justice in the Republic of Korea, one of the main purposes of our Ministry is to fight against corruption. Our duty to promote transparency and integrity, and to balance the twin elements of impartiality and fairness, is a task we take with great responsibility and duty. Yet it is an effort that must be carried out by all members of society, together, as partners in creating a better world.

Therefore I welcome you, fighters of corruption from all sectors of society. Your efforts within your respective field are crucial elements that compose the noble goal of making this world a better place for those who will follow.

I also welcome you as the host of the 11th IACC. The IACC series proudly greets its twentieth anniversary this year. Twenty years of hard work, at times confronted by challenges, have propelled the IACC series into a stage of prestige and honor, recognized by everyone joining us today. The preparation of the 11th IACC also had its share of challenges, ranging from the geo-political atmosphere of the world, to personal concerns such as health and cultural differences. Yet as the official host and an organizing partner, I am proud to declare that the vision and nobility behind the series helped drive forth the successful preparation of the 11th IACC today.

Therefore I welcome you with great joy to the 11th IACC. Your bold and enthusiastic initiative to participate has already indicated to the world the will to succeed by everyone involved in making the 11th IACC a barometer for future anticorruption efforts.

Finally, I welcome you as a Korean. Our rapid economic growth in the past decades is well recognized as a story of success. Korea’s part as an economic hub of the world is symbolized by its leading role in the global economy and trade. Yet a pivotal step in modernization is the modernization of principles and values. In this sense, the idea of a clean, accountable, and fair society is a common value that we all hold, and a common goal to which we all aspire.

Thus, I welcome you, participants from all over the world who represent the rich diversity of its people. Korea might differ in food, music, or society from other cultures of the world. Yet the common value that unites us in solidarity is what makes us the same. Asian, European, Australian, African, and American. All of us need to eradicate corruption from our lives, and to create a better world tomorrow, as different cultures, common values.

It is with this purpose in mind that I welcome each and every one of you, dear participants of the 11th International Anti Corruption Conference.

Thank you very much.

