11TH INTERNATIONAL ANTI-CORRUPTION CONFERENCE
SEOUL, MAY 2003

THE SEOUL FINDINGS

We, some 900 people from 108 countries, drawn fgorernments, civil society and the
private sector, assembled in our individual capexin Seoul, capital city of the
Republic of Korea, from 25 — 28 May 2003, for tHé' International Anti-Corruption
Conference to address the theme “Different Cultu@esnmon Values”. Our earlier
gatherings have taken place in all five contine@is. proceedings were chaired by the
Hon. Justice Barry O’Keefe, Chair of the Councitloé International Anti-Corruption
Conference.

We were delighted to join in the recognition an@lapse for the three worthy
recipients of Transparency International’s IntggAtvards. We also saluted the winner
of the award for Latin American investigative joalists. Their personal efforts and
commitment serve as an inspiration to us all.

We were honoured to have our proceedings openétibyPresident Roh Moo-
hyun, President of the Republic of Korea. He dbsdrthe approaches his government
has been adopting in carrying out its promisedsgaople of a participatory and
corruption-free society following the cleanest &aidest election in the country’s history.
“The financial crisis in 1997 caused Koreans tdiseghat transparency and fairness are
as important as growth itself,” he reflected.

From the outset we addressed the theme of our i@nde, “Different Cultures,
Common Values”. Our insights were enriched by guofl addresses from the Hon. Ms
Kang Kum-Sil (Minister of Justice, Korea), Profesblans Kung (President of the
Foundation for a Global Ethic), Sri Sri Ravi Shan{@hairman of the International
Association for Human Values) and the Hon. Kirditurungi MP,(Minister of Justice,
Kenya). H.R.H Prince El Hassan bin Talal of Jordargble to attend, shared his
thoughtful insights with us.

In opening our working sessions, the Hon. Ms Kaagated our goal to be the
realisation of a “clean, accountable and fair dgtieWe dedicate ourselves to that end.

The Hon. Murungi argued cogently that large-scakeuption should be
designated a crime against humanity, as for mamyral the world it falls into the same
category as torture, genocide and other crimesiaghumanity that rob us of our human
dignity. In supporting his call, we condemn coriaptas immoral, unjust and repugnant
to the ideals of humanity enshrined in the UnivePeclaration of Human Rights and we
confirm our conviction that all human beings havgaic human right to live in a
corruption-free society.

In a wide-ranging analysis, H.R.H. Prince El Hasshserved that the peace of
nations partly arises and is sustained througlectineulative efforts of society, including
the peaceful and just behaviour of at least anesgde of individuals. It can first be
realised, he said, when we have confidence inntherent ability of humans “to see
good, to do good and to be good.” We declare our confidence in this belief.

Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, in a moving address, poiatgickthat corruption is at its
lowest levels in the village, where people conmétt each other, and at its highest



where people lack self-esteem and confidence in ¢then ability to provide for
themselves in an insecure world. He decried a wibdt was globalised in all respects,
except that of wisdom.

Professor Kung’s detailed analysis of cross-culteti@ical values and standards
covered the Koran, the Hebrew Bible, the Buddhetdh, and the New Testament as
well as the religions and philosophies of Indiad &hinese origins as well as humanist
philosophies not rooted in any religion. His cosatins reaffirmed our own intuitive
belief that “do not lie” and “do not steal” are coman core values and standards, and that
the principle of reciprocity — “Do not do to othewhat you would not wish to be done to
you” - lies at the heart of all traditions.

We state our strong conviction that thereis absolutely no substancein the
myth that corruption is a matter of culture. Rather, it offendsthe beliefs and
traditions of usall.

We met against the background of strenuous efbitsg made to strengthen
controls to counter money-laundering in order tarter the threat of terrorism present in
many parts of the world, and in the immediate aftgh of a series of scandals in the
private sector in the United States of America aoss the globe. The scandals expose
the bankruptcy of the new financial theory thatwhkie of a corporation is what the
market is willing to pay for it rather than thatitd net assets.

As well, our world has been witnessing a failurenafrkets, a failure of
institutions and a failure of moral norms. The tagle face have become even more
urgent and the more challenging, and the needutmress even more compelling.

A crisis in ethics lies at the heart of recEmturesin self-requlation, and
underlines the necessity for appropriate governmegnilation, especially in areas
vulnerable to corruption. There is a place fof-ssgjulation, but the processes involved
call for independent monitoring and verification.

We renew our commitment to a global internationdeo that protects the weak
and the vulnerable; that builds confidence amorigns; that provides for sustainable
development, particularly for the poor; and thaves as a dependable infrastructure for
international commerce.

The view was expressed to us that the promisdseafieéw globalised economic
system will not be fulfilled, even if global compas and markets, national governments,
national institutions and intermediate organisaiamrk efficiently, for today it is the
ethical framework on which they are based whidbeiig increasingly questioned. This
must be redressed.

Since we last met, work has begun on the draftfrigeUnited Nations
Convention Against Corruption, a development we whole-heartedly support andhwhic
we look to as providing a framework for future imational cooperation. If our efforts
are to succeed, significant change has to be effantcountries in all parts of the globe,
those of the rich no less than those of the poor.

We look to the new Convention, scheduled for cotmteand signature at the
end of this year, to significantly enhance the Ieaé international legal assistance so as
greatly to reduce the ability of the corrupt todhihemselves and their looted assets




across international boundaries, and for the regomed repatriation of assets to be
addressed so as to ensure effective measures iarta.

We again stress the supreme importance of the iptieneof corruption.
Prosecutions are frequently the consequence oféailin prevention. It will greatly
assist the reduction of levels of corruption if tteev Convention contains mandatory
prevention measures. Monitoring and internatiosalsgtance provisions in particular
must be adequately funded so that countries iéveloping world can also fulfil their
obligations. There is clearly scope for the momitgrelements to take advantage of those
of existing regional bodies.

Corruption in the private sector is of increasimgportance to the public as
essential utilities and services are privatisetk itlnportant that private-to-private
corruption be included in the final document. Liks&vit is essential that the role of civil
society in helping to combat corruption be recogdisVe believe, too, that effective
monitoring with civil society participation will bessential if the final Convention is to
achieve its goals.

We recognise, too, the strain that can be placati®@fimited resources of poor
countries in their pursuit aases with an international dimension. We applaud the
courage and determination of the government of thesim its principled pursuit of
alleged bribe-givers, as graphically describedneyHon. Fine Maema, Attorney General
of Lesotho, and detailed in the excellent caseyshadore us.

We record, too, the tributes paid by the Attorneané&ral to the Swiss authorities
in assisting to trace the bribes paid to the Lesgpthblic servant involved.

However, it is clear that much greater levels gffEurt must be available for
countries such as this who are confronted by ctionmllegations in major
undertakings. We believe that the World Bank sti@ainsider developing a facility for
the funding of forensic audits (which are by theature neutral as between the parties
involved).

We would also invite the World Bank to consider pussibility of its advancing
moneys to victim governments when large sums delbaash looted by their former
officials are likely to be frozen for years in fage bank accounts.

We also call upon the international community tareie the establishment of a
trust fund to provide legal aid in appropriate casech as those in Lesotho, and to create
a network of legal and forensic accounting expids can be made available to
governments on pro bono (i.e. free) basis.

We call as well on the international financial ingions to develop a common
policy towards debarment of corrupt contractors @necognise and enforce the
penalties any of them impose. Likewise it is edaétttat funding agencies recognise and
allow the debarment of contractors imposed by dpiefy countries after due process.

We cannot leave the question of international coatpen without recalling the
fact that in our closing statement at our last imgein Prague two years ago, we
recorded a strong call for the immediate returthefdisgraced former president, Alberto
Fujimori from Japan to Peru, the country which bgegned as Peruvian for ten years
and to whose people he has yet to account forténgasdship. We heard a renewed call
for cooperation, and were saddened to learn thatrogress has been made in this
regard.




We appreciate that a claim is made on his behalhiounity from extradition
by virtue of his claim to a second citizenship.isTthighlights a concern, expressed
repeatedly throughout our proceedings, that imnmesdre afforded to far too many
people and in a needlessly wide and general fashion

These are widely exploited by corrupt politiciangarticular, and foster a
contempt for the Rule of Law by rendering thousasidseople around the world beyond
the reach of investigators and the courts. Thexealy very restricted areas in which
immunity can be justified.

We believe that governments must review the scép@yimmunities as a matter
of urgency, and then take any action necessamstoict these to legitimate and
justifiable limits.

Our discussions were again wide-ranging. Contgioorruption is a continuing
process, and it involves institutions across govemt, the judiciary, the private sector
and civil society. All are part of the problemgaall have an active part to play in
achieving solutions. Without the active suppod arvolvement of civil society, a
government is unlikely to succeed in its refornogf.

Among the conclusions we reached in our workshoge the following:
Palitics

* In our review ofpalitical party financing and electoral corruption it was
apparent that political parties cannot be ignorefinance reform. Parties must
themselves engage in internal reform efforts, adtansparency and
demonstrate commitment to ethical standards. Wegresed, too, that politicians
face increasing difficulty in funding campaignsdahat reform efforts are
unlikely to be successful until the costs of elatsi are reduced.

» To avoidstate capture we need new preventative mechanisms, including
stronger oversight and enforcement of broader ame rextensive conflict-of-
interest laws. Steps should be taken to ensurehibed are appropriate time limits
imposed before senior public officials can takesagployment in the private
sector in sensitive areas. Governments must b&lshiérom falling under
corporate control. Appropriate provisions to re¢gifaolitical party financing
should be incorporated into both the UN and the DEX®nventions.

» Corruption operates througgetwor ks large and small. We recognise the value of
“good networks”, as well as the existence of ambiguand “bad” networks, and
that the “bad” must be replaced by the “good”, siatply eradicated. Strong
regulatory frameworks can assist in containing @iscupting “bad” networks, as
can a functioning judicial system. However, théwde of society as a whole to
networks and to the role of law require examinatioany given context to
determine the informal rules that appear to guidssrand elite behaviour.
Networks unquestionably often influence policy dem-making.




International Systems

* The future contribution theN Convention Against Corruption will make to
global anti-corruption efforts will be of criticalgnificance. The recovery and
repatriation of assets must be strengthened byCihisention and adequate
resources made available to ensure that localial@giod law enforcement
officials are trained so that mutual legal assistais viable. The monitoring
mechanism envisaged by the UN Convention could makeof, and draw on,
existing models whereby regional bodies—such as GBRE-could be used to
conduct monitoring on the UN’s behalf.

* We are concerned at a continuing widespread igeerahtheOECD
Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign Public Officialsin
International Business Transactions as shown by the recent Transparency
International Bribe Payers’ Survey. We urge allgownents to engage in
effective awareness raising campaigns in their osumtries to ensure that the
private sector is aware of its responsibilitiesgt@ourage their publics to report
instances of violations; to compile public informoaton prosecutions; and to take
steps to include civil society in the monitoringppesses. We are concerned, too,
to see that relevant governments ensure that tieniog processes under the
Convention are adequately resourced.

» We acknowledge the critical importancepatr -r eview mechanisms to bring
about the reforms necessary to comply with intéonat legal instruments and
note with satisfaction the consolidation of thesshanisms in the OECD and in
the Council of Europe (GRECO). We call for an irsiéination of their actions to
ensure a more complete and effective implementatigtandards in the anti-
corruption area.

* Inreviewingpeer review under the OECD Convention (against the bribing of
foreign public officials), we saw it as criticalrfoivil society and the private
sector to be involved at all stages of the pedeveyprocesses provided for under
the Convention, and for peer review mechanismstddsigned with a clear focus
on ensuring that the goals of the Convention are M&Os should monitor
national implementation of the Convention and ttedir governments to account.
An “international hotline” should be establishedtbg OECD as an aid to
enforcement. As a medium to long term objectivesaderation should be given
to the establishment of an “international prosecutrr major international
corruption cases. There is a window of opportuafign to ensure that
governments take the Convention seriously, butlitnet last long.

* In considering egional cooperation in Asia and in Africa, we call upon all
concerned to recognise the role that civil socatty and should play in
monitoring their countries’ adherence to the Comoais they sign, and we urge
donor agencies to ensure that relevant civil spgetups are funded sufficiently
S0 as to enable them to discharge this esserglal Fands flowing into African
governments through NEPAD should be conditionalhufh@se governments
ratifying the African Union Convention Against Coption. We also encourage
the international community to support efforts lgemade to strengthen
arrangements for the repatriation of stolen assedsthe proceeds of corruption.




* Arrangements fomter national mutual legal assistance in corruption
investigations and prosecutions were reviewed. Yéeneed case studies
including tobacco smuggling based in Hong Kong,dh®e of ex-president
Fujimori of Peru and of ex-president Abacha of Mige The complexities of
cases involving numerous countries are considerdl#gal assistance can be
sought and refused, for reasons that are not aleyayarent or understandable.
Yet mutual legal assistance is increasingly necgssa globalised world. This
can be facilitated through international convergi¢and we look to the UN
Convention Against Corruption to be concluded |#t&s year to advance matters
in this area in particular).

* We addressed the topic of combatingtitagficking in human beings. Many
people — but especially women and children - ateaptisk when countries’
preventive measures are inadequate. Among ourwsinok was the need for
multi-disciplinary groups to be established asoratl levels so as to ensure
coordinated action against corruption and suclii¢iahg.

Development Assistance

» Cooperation between existing inter national agencies addressing corruption
must be enhanced, either through the creatiomefainstitution for this purpose
or by making the existing agency established bydN®P more effective.

» There is still considerablgrruption in development projects. Information
made available to the poor and vulnerable can Igreahance their ability for
them to assert their rights. There is a partictdég for non-governmental
organisations carrying information to those whocieelt would greatly assist
our efforts if development agencies were seen tappdying the same standards
of transparency and accountability in their ownragiens that they require of
their development partners. Similarly, the operstiof lending agencies would
benefit were they to be open to effective exteragiew.

* Our discussion oforruption in aid convinced us of the need for human rights
and good governance practices to be integratedhetpractices of donor
agencies, which in turn should be subject to ogéatdy groups of independent
citizens. Conditionality appears to have largeliethand other, more creative
approaches must be developed to encourage appeopiarms.

* We recommend that international financial instdas (IFIs) and donors should
end the practice of insisting @nivatisation as a condition of loans and allow for
the consideration of the full range of public amivgte sector models.

* We recognise thaiost-war reconstruction poses particular challenges in
devastated environments that lack the rule of lagdvraquiring the rehabilitation
of institutions, communities and infrastructure amavhich massive aid
interventions flow very quickly but whose effectingss is not always maximized.
The complex issues involved call for further cortaa@pconsideration and
empirical investigation with a view to developingpdioyable anti-corruption
systems and tools to contain corruption in postswaonstruction.




Industry Sectors

* We believe thatvater and enerqgy resour ces should be considered public goods,
access to which is a fundamental human right.iigpized, the decision-making
processes should be fully transparent, and swinditions must be applied. These
include a cap on profiteering, strict performantaandards, and so-called ‘take-or-
pay’ contracts prohibited. When it appears likélgttofficials in privatised water
or energy utilities mahave engaged in corrupt practices, an independent
commission should investigate them together with@ublic agencies —
including international financial institutions aegport credit agencies — that may
have financed the transactions. When internatiagahcies are found to have
financed such corrupt transactions, they — nottmsumers — must bear
appropriate responsibility for outstanding loand aredits.

» Corruption is endemic in theealth and phar maceuticals sectors from which no
country is exempt. Research is manipulated, unadfiigence distorts licensing
and listing, bribery is strong in promotional adtas, counterfeit medicines and
relabelled expiredrugs are all having a devastating impact on pegiand the
costs of health services alike. In addition, stadslahould be developed by and
between companies in the pharmaceutical indusggliny with issues such as,
inter alia, political and charitable donations gsalepresentatives and distributors.
Case studies illustrated unambiguous instancesvare health and financial
losses. Black markets abound in illegal organ sateisthe use of ineffectual
medical supplies, leading to ill-health and deathgjanized crime networks have
become involved in the corrupt trade in body pard privatisation and
unregulated competition in the provision of medmagbplies have accelerated
levels of corruption and fraud. The black markeh@alth products requires much
stronger regulation in the developed (consumerht@s, and greater attention
paid by all countries to the ratification and implkentation of relevant
international convention. Governments must ensaethe patient, not the
suppliers, is the focus and beneficiary of headtle @rovision; that doctors and
other health professionals adopt codes of conduagtiring them to disclose gifts
and benefits received from the pharmaceutical itnguand that there is
transparency in decisions concerning the acquisdfcequipment and
pharmaceuticals.

» Corruption inforestry calls for a wide range of responses, both legigand
non-legislative and addressing all aspects ofithertproduction and marketing
chain. There has been an over-reliance on cigiespto perform a monitoring
role in a situation which can be extremely danggifou them and for which
groups are often ill-equipped. There is a neasldik on a broad front as there is
no single effective approach to containing cormupin the forestry sector.

Public Sector

* Inthe absence of a just, honest and independditiary and so the absence of
the Rule of Law, much to which we aspire will lieyond our reach, and many



potential reforms will be frustrated. The needshefjudiciary must be met. We
welcome efforts being made to strengthen the inodp@aece and integrity of the
judiciary.

In our review ofdepaliticising the civil service we were concerned at an
apparent lack of tangible outcomes of past civiVise reform exercises and
stress the need to go beyond merely looking ataiadwage bills to focus on
essential political, social and economic aspedisrd is also a need to focus on
the civil service as a whole, rather than on jegiasate parts of the service.

Our review of the effectiveness arfiti-cor ruption agencies ver sus institutional
mainstreaming led us to conclude that controlling corruptiorarsissue of
governance and of the quality of government pdicaéad it cannot be solved
simply by the creation of an anti-corruption ageridyese agencies can constitute
an inefficient use of resources where a countryweek capacity or a hostile
policy environment. In countries with a better deped governance framework
there is a whole web of anti-corruption agencie$ arcountability strands so that
an agency, if created, has to work closely withoathem if it is to be effective.
Most importantly, it is essential not to view theation of an agency as a single
“quick fix” but as only one aspect of an approauét thas to address the whole
spectrum of the problems that breed corruptionerBthen, no agency can be
successful without building a strong bond with kceaciety and gaining its
cooperation.

We reviewed the role being played by civil societynonitoringpublic

procur ement and identified its participation are being critiéat the
development and enforcement of anti-corruptiontegjias, transparency, the
raising of awareness and the facilitation of cha@@nge is possible and has
been achieved in some countries with considerahmgs flowing to the public
good from clean public procurement practices.

It was recognized thaustoms administrations are particularly vulnerable to
corruption as their officials have direct, real ¢éingdiscretionary access to tangible
wealth while they are also often underpaid. Asm@seguence, corruption in
Customs damages legitimacy and image, and is a mlgbacle to international
trade and development. A review of the availabtdstdo counter corruption in
Customs shows that the tools are available to exghentegrity and that what is
now needed is their effective use in implementat@ase studies show that
significant results can be achieved within a stioré-frame were proper appeal
channels are created, officers are made prouckeofjtibs, integrated border
management (making Customs regulate cross-bordeemments of people as
well as goods) can help; and IT offers solutions, i not always foolproof. The
World Customs Organization has developed usefus$taacluding a “road map”
for assessing corruption in administration andgrenince indicators. There was
some support for the development of an ISO stanid&r@ustoms administration.
Corruption in thepalice is a common problem, and one best addressed lxyghav
it addressed by an independent institution rathan &n internal police unit
(although the latter may need to be chosen foloreasf resources or for social
and political considerations). Leadership withia golice force is critical, backed
by strong political will within the government. dfrer laws must enable graft




fighters to take effective action against corruplige officers. We welcome the
initiative of Interpol in forming its Internation&@roup of Experts on Corruption
(IEGC) and the global standards and best practbésh it is promulgating.
However, to fight corruption effect9vely within tipelice force the support of the
community must be won through a combination of etioa and publicity.

We again emphasize the importanc@iaftecting whistle-blower s from reprisals
and of providing witness protection where necesddoyanti-corruption
campaign can succeed if employees, both in thegabtl the private sector, are
fearful of reporting acts of corruption. We are asvthat key witnesses have been
unwilling to identify current influential politicias by name because of the
inability of the judicial system in their countries provide them with adequate
security. Dependable complaints mechanisms foritaéstrand in any effective
anti-corruption framework.

E-government

We recognised the potential felgover nment to impact positively on corruption
levels by increasing accessibility, and transpayebat these need to be aligned
with wider public sector reform. Many governments still at an early stage and
need to initiate reforms on a small scale, andesgplas and when the utility of
these is proven. Computerisation requires sigmfipaocess re-engineering
before it is undertaken to avoid the danger of $ymmdernising existing
processes that already lack transparency andesftgi

We saw value in civil society organizations takangiuch closer interest in the
potential thag-gover nment may offer for the reduction of corruption and the
introduction of more open systems of administratidhe OPEN system adopted
in Seoul attracted particular interest. Participargistered a broad concern
regarding the potential for corruption in the anéa-government, particularly as
in many countries one cannot assume equal accésshimology to that the
process has the potential to actually widen thelbgayeen rich and poor.

Private Sector

Professional and business ethics and education require the implementation of
codes of ethics and ethics training from the toprobrganisation down to the
most junior staff. We reviewed a number of tookst thave been developed for
this purpose, including specific case studies amdey software. We believe that
the use of examples drawn from real life best destrate the dilemmas which
can occur, rather than subjecting staff to ethaegges which are overly
theoretical.

In examining the role afor por ate gover nance in the fight against corruption we
reviewed a series of initiatives, among them thénfdgrity Pacts, the TI
Business Principles, the Wolfsberg principles,Robélic What You Pay
campaign, the Caspian Revenue Watch initiativethedJnited Kingdom
government’s Extractive Industries Initiative. lagvclear that there is no one
specific area on which civil society should focus that all can contribute to




enhanced accountability across a broad range @bagipes. In examining the
role of lawyersin corporate gover nance we noted that lawyers are often
perceived as conspiring with corrupt actors so tthatawyer’s image ranking
somewhere between businessmen and politiciangrfisftre not surprising. We
decided that when it comes to the lawyer employed business it is not a
guestion of “either - or” - of “hired gun” or of &e keeper”. A business lawyer
is to some extent a “hired gun” but he also haséepsional duty to warn and
restrict his client to legality. The mere adoptadrethics codes does not stop
corruption, but helps build institutions and coefide - and of particular
importance is the development and enforcementafépsional codes of conduct
to ensure that lawyers stay within the bounds eférmissible.

* We discussed the lessons to be learned the rezamdas involving the
accountancy profession in the United States and elsewhere. It was clesrah
nature of the relationship between auditor anchtheould change if the auditor
were required to be an investigator and that atsldce not presently qualified or
trained to conduct to discharge a forensic rolee rd€ognized that the profession
itself has still not come to terms with the imptiocas of the recent scandals. The
profession, and individual corporations, face ermrgreputational risks. Many
felt that auditors need to be changed more fredgemtlisrupt the “network” that
can otherwise develop between auditor and cliemiesfelt that shareholders, not
boards of directors, should appoint the auditédtsove all it is essential to restore
public confidence in companies’ financial statersemtinvestors will stay away
and capital markets will continue to languish.

* Needs in thenedia include both a diversity of ownership and addressi
problems of corruption within the journalists’ peskion.

Civil Society

* We recognise the need to raise standards of tresrspaand accountability
within civil society itself, in particular the need for effective codésonduct
including principles for the selection and recrwetmof their staff as well as high
standards of financial accountability. There i®ala urgent need for civil society
to pool resources and to work collectively and br@ader coalition in order to
re-open the debate over international regulatoncsires.

* We declare our commitment to continuedgpen and broaden our coalition
andto work with a wider and more diverse range okzeii groups, consumer
groups, environmentalists and trade unions on #iséstof links first established at
the 11" IACC.

* In addressing the central theme of our conferemes;all uporfaith-based
institutions to raise the level of their involvement in addnegsthical and
corruption issues, and identified a need for themrtsure that their own
institutions live up to the practices they rightigvocate for others.

* Finally, we discussethe way forward for civil society and exchanged
experience as between different civil society oigations who are working on
the corruption issue. The need is clear for ciedisty organizations to build
alliances of the widest possible kind, drawingligamizations and people from all
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walks of life and of all political persuasion. particular, we concluded that
coalitions between civil society organizations gadiaments as well as with
political parties deserve further exploration. Thear need was identified for
civil society to monitor the performance of theavgrnments in implementing
their international obligations under the anti-cgtion conventions to which they
are party. In this context, Transparency Intermatichould consider broadening
its scope and changing its emphasis from beingramsparency” to being on
“accountability”, as the aim is to hold people azttable. Above all, to maintain
their own credibility and legitimacy, civil sociegrganizations must foster and
adhere to the highest internal ethical standards.

M easur ement

* The ability tomeasur e corruption levels and to track levels of progress provides
an essential tool for our work. Methodological aygmhes need to be further
developed with an emphasis on policy development.

* In examining theneasur ement of corruption it was apparent from World Bank
Institute data that trends in governance are nibingeany better. Cross-country
measurement tools have come a long way, but reimgierfect: they must be
complemented by sound country work which in tuelds achievable anti-
corruption strategies.

Many of our findings can be addressed by governsnasgembled at the Global
Forum on Fighting Corruption Safeguarding Integtd@ype held in Seoul shortly after our
own proceedings conclude. To these we would addlkervation that we would all
greatly benefit if the commitments made at Globaduim | and Global Forum 1l could
be reviewed and reported on publicly.

It is now 20 years since the first InternationatiADorruption Conference was
held in Washington (1983), but since then the emvirent in which we live and work
has changed dramatically.

New threats have emerged and new challenges posesd in a world of
accelerated change, the one constant has beepmunan values. Our Conference has
grown from a handful of committed organisations tooalition that spans the globe. A
subject once taboo can now be discussed openlypyandtions rich and poor.

The nexus between corrupt exporters in industadlsountries and political elites
elsewhere has been exposed and is being addredsel,20 years ago was
unimaginable.

The regular return of assets looted by officiald@veloping countries and
sheltered in the developed world, once but a disarow within our grasp. Corruption is
now rightly seen not simply as an economic probleat,one with equally strong social
and political dimensions.

There is, too, now widespread recognition thaffigjie against corruption can
only be waged successfully if all are involved,ibaiithin and outside government.
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Chief Justices around the world have develope®tregalore Statement of
Global Principles on Judiciary Integrity, notedthg recent session of the U.N. Human
Rights Commission, which will serve as a globaldiemnark.

At the United Nations itself there is the prosp&agovernments reaching a
consensus on the steps to fight corruption thathieved will be truly historic.

Youth are now organising with the vision of “A WdNWithout Corruption”, and
at our gathering the Youth Network Against Corraptivww.ynac.org developed an
imaginative action plan.

Increasingly, too, governments are recognising fheople’s right to information
and starting to appreciate both the positive b&nedigovernance of more open and
participatory approaches and the beneficial imgastcan have for citizens, and
especially the poor.

We have passed from mere words and into the sphere of concreteand
concerted action. Aswe continuein our efforts, wewill do so in the conviction that
the valueswe all sharewill stand usin good stead throughout the year s ahead.

We express our thanks to the Chairman and membéne tnternational Anti-
Corruption Council and to the members of the Kor@aganising Committee. We are
deeply grateful to the Korean Ministry of Justiadiich hosted the conference, and to the
Korean Organising Office, in particular to Mr. SamigPark, Mr. Keon-joo Lee, Mr.
Jong-sang Lee, Mr. Lyun-sup Shin, and Ms Eun-jei€ing We are also greatly indebted
to Ms Gillian Dell and her committed team at Traargmcy International who have
worked so diligently, so effectively and to sucltelient effect on preparing the
conference programme.

In closing, we express our gratitude to the govemnand people of the Republic
of Korea, to the Mayor and citizens of Seoul an@tansparency International-Korea.
Many of us experienced numerous acts of kindnegdsraegrity from ordinary citizens
as we have moved about their city. This must beeléfor their society achieving its
corruption-free goal.

We depart, saddened to leave but with a renewesks#rdetermination and
purpose.

Seoul
28 May 2003
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