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Workshop Report – Setting the agenda for collaborative research

Chairs:
Prof. Charles Sampford, Director, Key Centre for Ethics, Law, Justice and Governance, Australia
Prof. Jean Cartier-Bresson, University of Reims, France

Panellists:
Fredrik Galtung, Cambridge University, United Kingdom, Galtung@transparency.org
Daniel Kaufmann, Senior Manager, World Bank Institute, The World Bank, Dkaufmann@worldbank.org
Inge Amundsen, Institut d'Etudes Politiques de Bordeaux, France, inge.amundsen@cmi.no
Prof. Jean Cartier-Bresson, jean.cartier-bresson@wanadoo.fr
Prof. Charles Sampford, c.sampford@mailbox.gu.edu.au Prof. Mark Pieth, Basel University, Switzerland, Pieth@ubaclu.unibas.ch
The purpose of the discussion was to investigate possible venues for collaborative research into corruption, anti-corruption and building integrity in the next two years (until Seoul) as well as in the longer term.

SUGGESTED TYPES OF RESEARCH
SHORT/LONG TERM
PROJECTS

Political influencing by lobbyists
 

Researching into the micro level: Diagnostic research at the country level
 

Link between privatisation and corruption: A curse or a cure?
 

Monopolies and corruption
 

Challenge of localising: Micro-level research
 

Agency-specific research (e.g. courts and municipals): Which governance characteristics matter for agency performance?
 

Unbundling governance and corruption: Specifics, components, links among them
 

Data and empirical power and nexus with poverty
 

Public officials as a key source of information
 

Grand corruption and state capture: Empirics
 

Integrating corporate governance with national governance challenge
 

Voice, participation: Analytics, facts, rigour
 

Data for bribery in developing countries
 

Collaborative research amongst government agencies on the same issues (e.g. in United Kingdom: NHS/Social Services/Immigration)
 

Conditions for and effects of international cooperation and international law
 

Anti-corruption strategies should be tailor-made to each country/institution
 

Investigate type of regimes/type of corruption 
 

Stages and processes of building democratic systems 
 

Identifying informal corruption characteristics - clientalism, nepotism, personal relations of loyalty, mutual exchange of favours, informal networks, identifying common interests, who are the corrupt people and what are the basic mechanisms for enrichment, how extensive are they, who is excluded?
 

Interdisciplinary research as a very important issue: Country studies with different fields of researchers. Appropriation of all the research at the local level
 

Political economy of international relations: Cooperation between developing and developed nations
 

Conflict of interest about corruption agenda: Clearly different agendas between countries
Short term

What are the base-line conditions for anti-corruption policies to become effective in a country trying to rid their country of corruption
 

Conditionality - to exert pressure on governments not wanting to change
 

Legal activism in international law: Developing international rules, soft laws, getting countries to do something
Governance at a distance: What is the role of the state, private sector, civil society
How the rules evolve. How much leeway is given to individuals to develop ethical standards and self regulation
Develop theory and empirical approach to understadning what has happened 
 

Reconceiving liberal democratic values in a globalising world: Dialogues with other traditions (e.g. Confucian, Buddhist)
Long term

Reconceiving the public interest in a globalising world:

· Public interest is a core aspect of all professional and institutional ethics 

· Including public agencies and corporations 
Long term

Other abuses of power:

· for political or party gain 

· contrary to the Rule of Law: domestic and international 

· coups d'etat: once of the most serious abuses of power, a terrorist act 

· debt: whose debt is it? 
 

Terrorism and corruption

· Can corrupt regimes fight terrorism? 

· What is the price of supporting corrupt regimes in the fight against terrorism? 

· Need to ensure that we do not abuse power 

· Need we use anti-terrorist tools against corruption 

· Does the last provide and answer to the first? 
Short term

Prioritise the elements of why we want to do research
Short term

Critical reflection on anti-corruption activities
 

Set up database on all research done in this area
Short term

Main Themes Covered 

The purpose of the discussion was to investigate possible venues for collaborative research into anti-corruption and building integrity in the next two years (until Seoul) as well as in the longer term, as detailed in the table above.

Main Conclusions

1. Need of a high-quality work 

2. Need of a country-specific research 

3. Need of a multidisciplinary focus of research 

4. Need of an across-disciplines research team 

5. Need of a network of governance research and educative institutions in countries worldwide 

6. Need to disseminate information about the research already made 

