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Ayachi Messaoudi spoke about the role of Parliament in improving the morals of public life. His speech covered the following issues:

The non-transparency of parliamentary elections in Marocco - purchase of votes
Parliamentary tools used for the improvement of public morals despite the low transparency:

· Written and oral questions to members of Parliament are transmitted to the public via radio and TV 

· Possibility to ask questions directly to ministers 

· Investigation commissions 

The Parliament has used the process of oral questions to highlight the main corruption affairs such as:

· The Royal Air Morocco Affair 

· The Aide alimentaire Affair 

· The Credit agricole Affair 

· The Minoteries Affair 

· The ABN Bank/Good Year Affair 

Boutros Harb spoke about the experience of the national anti-corruption commission.

The main objectives of the commission:

1. Production of a survey monitoring the situation concerning corruption 

2. Creation of a national anti-corruption committee 

3. Creation of a strategy in the field of the fight against corruption 

4. Evaluation and monitoring 

The conclusions of the first survey made at request of the U.N.O. by a private organisation were not approved by the Commission. This fact had very bad consequences on the position of the Commission and even the financial support from the U.N.O. was stopped because of the situation. The speaker focused on the role and the responsibility of the U.N.O. in the affair.

Azmi Shuabi spoke about the Durban intervention concerning the Palestinian parliamentary experience and presented the Aman strategies. He admitted the fact that corruption is present in the high spheres of society, but does not affect society as a whole. The issue was described in a survey made by the Parliament. This initiated the creation of a coalition of six institutions with the main goal of combining corruption and bringing transparency into the society. In the second phase, the network will be open to other partners and supporters.

The Network's main objectives are:

· free access to information 

· educational programme as a tool of prevention 

· creation of a database 

· concrete proposals of reforming the society - public finances, audits etc. 

Bassem Sakhija focused on the ambivalence of relations between Transparency International Jordan and the government. The Jordanian government has financially supported a study about corruption and approved the foundation of TI Jordan. It has also nominated the representatives of TI in the Royal Commission so that they can present their requests concerning the Ombudsman and the morals of public life.

Philippe Skaffe spoke about the roots of corruption in Arabic thought. The people have a tendency to obey society leaders, which does not allow the people to report corruption and abuse of power by the country's leaders.

Main Conclusions

1. To create an Arabic network of deputies to combat corruption 

2. To create an anti-corruption network of civil societies in Arabic countries 

3. Conceive and approve a law on corruption in Arabic countries that do not have any such legislation 

4. More consideration and focus from U.N.O. are welcome and promised by U.N.O. representatives 

