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Workshop Report – Public interest litigation as a tool in the fight against corruption

Chair:
Roberto Saba, University of Buenos Aires and Palermo, Association of Civil Rights, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Panellists:
Robert Saba
- Good Government and Public Interest Litigation in Argentina
Dan Guttman, Fellow, Center for Study of American Government, Johns Hopkins University, National Academy of Public Administration, Attorney at Private Practice, Washington D.C., USA 
- Nuclear Weapons Workers in Efforts to Hold the US Government and Its Contractors Accountable
Mwalimu Mati, Transparency International Kenya, former Legal Officer, Public Law Institute, Nairobi, Kenya
- Public Interest Litigation as a Vehicle for Legislative and Policy Reform
Alexander Kashumov, Lawyer, Access to Information Program, Sofia, Bulgaria
- Freedom of Information Litigation in Bulgaria

Main Themes Covered

1. Obstacles to the use of Public Interest Litigation (PK) include: 

· People are unaware of their rights and possibilities of using PK. 

· Access to information is highly important. 

2. Procedures are too long and expensive, as well as judicial review. 

3. The judges are reluctant, sometimes conservative, and could be corrupted. 

Main Conclusions

1. A network of lawyers dealing with Public Interest Litigation should be established, to exchange information and experiences worldwide. 

2. Training of lawyers on public interest is required, as well as training of judges. In addition, lawyers should be found ready to work in cases of PIL. 

3. Standings should be broadened. 

