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Panellists:

1. Cirila Limpangog
- Struggling Against Corruption: A Gendered Perspective 

2. Corbin Lyday, Senior Democracy Adviser, Global Bureau's Office of Women in Development, U.S. Agency for International Development, USA
- Global Human Trafficking as a Human Issue 

3. Lilian Ekeanyanwu, Volunteer Advocacy Group Coordinator, FIDA, Nigeria
- Impact of Corruption in the Judiciary on Nigerian Women 

4. Khin Ni Ni Thein, Executive Director and Gender Ambassador, Water, Research and Training Centre for a New Burma, Burma
- Gender, Environmental Inequity 

To lay down the background, Cirila Limpangog illustrated gender gaps in corruption issues. There is dearth in recognition by both scholars and activists on the correlation of gender equality and anti-corruption mechanisms as imperatives in good governance. She noted that women's experience of corruption in the workplace are not necessarily termed as 'corruption' since the broad definition appears to be gender-blind in the first place, meaning, excludes women's issues. From a feminist's standpoint, sexual assaults in exchange for incentives, occupational segregation and pay differentials, are some examples when women encounter corruption. Furthermore, women's issues, when viewed vis-a-vis corruption is restricted in the societal and organizational dimensions, blurring domestic issues where potential corruption of women significantly takes place. The good news is that research findings indicate women's substantive participation in law enforcement, legislation, and entreprenurial activities lead to cleaner governments.

The growing phenomenon on trafficking of women and children, also known as modern-day slavery is a major issue in corruption that Corbin Lyday discussed. It is normally hidden and involves high-level conspiracy, therefore much difficult to arrest even when laws against trafficking exists. In an illustrative correlation using the Corruption Perception Index (CPI) and the Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Report, there exists a correlation between perception of integrity and government action against trafficking. The gravity of collusion between traffickers and government authorities give rise to fundamental human rights violation, which, unfortunately, is not clearly captured in many governments' definition of corruption. For this and many more, is it logical to incorporate human rights and development perspective into the anti-corruption framework. Indirect and broad-based intervention can be better. As an example, programs toward ethical government must also be woven into larger social issues, including addressing of women's low and subordinated status. Dr. Lyday emphasized that governments' quick fix formula in anti-trafficking neglect the larger issues such as joblessness at home. Links with state corruption must also be explored.

Women, especially the poor and the illiterate often fall prey to judicial corruption, according to Lilian Ekweanyanwu, referring to cases handled by FIDA of Nigeria. Women are largely faced with family-related issues that need settlement at the customary courts, the lowest court in the land. Often due to ignorance, women are fined or jailed when they transgress the elaborate laws of the tribe combined with the Shaira and the Nigerian state laws. It becomes exceedingly difficult for them as well as the legal staff to comprehend the laws, as divergent interpretations are prone to happen given the myriad of tribes and languages. Justice is also rarely arrived at because lawyers shy away from such cases being less intellectually stimulating. When cultural norms whether religious or customary are strongly upheld against the individual rights, women stand to lose. Corruption transpires by virtue of sexist, religious and cultural biases against women. To change course, women must learn firstly to go beyond timidity. They must also be assisted from choosing resignation and fatalism, and make decisive actions in the event of unhealthy relationships. FIDA takes proactive strategies, such as petitioning relevant authorities in every suspicion, presenting the cases with thoroughness, networking among women groups, and advocacy work on women's rights.

Ni Ni Khein Thein, moreover supports the notion that corruption as it affects women must be further examined in the broad social context. When their voice is not heard, or when they their attempt to access information and decision-making is negated, corruption takes place. She made the water resource management in Southeast Asia as an example, where women hold a crucial role as resource manager in the forests. Even if they hold significant roles as primary user at the domestic front and knowledge keeper of forest resources, women have remained passive, mainly because, culturally, they are subordinates to their husbands. In this age of information, women are largely deprived of acquiring gender-sensitive information technology. By mainstreaming gender in development projects, there is a better assurance of shared decision-making, thus, less chances of women to be victimized by default of non-participation. Ms. Thein avers that by mere denial of access to technology or to decision-making, women's quota in water use as an issue is likewise denied. This is a feminist's equation of corruption.

Sharing Mexico's platforms in a newly-installed democracy, Octavio Aguilar Valenzuela cited the significance of Progresa. It is a human capital social investment by granting economic support to poverty-stricken families, placing high importance on the role of mothers being prime holders on the communication of values. It likewise places crucial attention on girl-children's education, nutrition and overall well-being, in order to break the vicious circle of intergenerational transmission of poverty. On a second level, women are community promoters of Progresa. Notwithstanding their under-valuation in the society, these women are in one way instrumental in strengthening transparency in governance. It is advocated that Progresa does not belong to a political party but to the tax-payers. In order for aid to reach the beneficiaries without alteration, integrity pacts with suppliers are established. By advancing women's participation in reforms designed for them, clearly, material, physical and educational opportunities should be then extended without fail. He affirms that women empowerment should be seen as a deep cultural value, as a firm foundation, and as an ideal support to avoid with efficiency the corruption obstacles of future programs.

In conclusion, the workshop body concurred on a Manifesto, expressing the following major points: 

· It is high time to consider women issues as crosscutting concern in the IACC discussion, and not just isolated in one workshop. 

· The need to expand the definition of corruption; bring to light and capture its effects on women which often is unaccounted. Use social and cultural lenses to encourage further discussion. 

· To enable a gender-sensitive planning in anti-corruption movements. Specifically, to ensure that women issues are not side-tracked in the future conference, a gender specialist be appointed as part of the top-level organizing committee in IACC 2003. 

· Spur further discussion on this theme by encouraging studies, conferences and proactive dialogues. Case studies from the regions must be supported. In line with the IACC 2003, the Southeast Asia, being the seat of the conference, can present experiences from the ground correlating gender, women and corruption within the region. 

· Take on policy-level opportunities provided by CEDAW, the Beijing Platform for Actions, and others as springboard for gender and anti-corruption integrated strategies

