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The presenters agreed that it's necessary to define corruption first in order to focus on the problem posed by it in the judicial sector. It was agreed that corruption can be divided into corruption in the judicial sector itself (involving judges at all levels) and corruption in the administrative sector (assistants, secretaries, paralegals, etc.)

Beatriz Meija presented a report on judicial corruption in Peru. The historical introduction covered the role that Montesinos and Fujimori played in the development of the judicial system in Peru. Analysing the causes of corruption, she pointed out that this phenomenon extends to all areas of human activity: political corruption, economic corruption and social corruption that includes both of these, but also, embraces various forms of anti-social behaviour by individuals and groups at all levels.

Mrs. Meija hypothesised that in addition to being a political, economic and social phenomenon, corruption has various cultural aspects, it is a spiritual phenomenon that sometimes envelops countries in stages and in some cases appears permanently rooted in history. A black humour joke from a Peruvian magazine was quoted: "If corruption undressed people, Lima would look like a nudist camp."

Linn Hamergen commented that she finds it very ironic that at the time when corruption reached the highest point in Peru, the government had simultaneously invested enormous amount of money into an anti-corruption project, even though none of the international organisations supported it.

Discussion

During the discussion, the following causes of judicial corruption were specified:

· The inadequate ethical, moral, professional and jurisdictional formation of magistrates and judicial functionaries 

· Lack of knowledge of the objectives and extent of the judiciary's proper role 

· Lack of pattern, model of profile for the ideal judge in judicial and social culture 

· Access by many magistrates to a judicial career as a resource of steady income 

· Low pay (later, during the discussion, this issue turned out to be controversial) 

· The corrupting tendency of groups with political, social and economic power, individuals and their lawyers 

· The lack of adequate systems for monitoring the professional behaviour of judges and prosecutors, and the public perception that they are ineffective 

· The tendency of judicial functionaries to abuse their power in authoritarian culture that lends itself to the hegemony of the powerful over the masses 

· The lack of a system for rewarding good conduct by public officials as many people feel that it makes no difference if one is corrupt or honest, because corruption is not denounced and honesty is not publicly valued 

· The tendency by officials of the system, whether corrupt or not, to deny that corruption exists because they feel insulted when the problem is discussed in the academic media or the press (more common in developing countries and the countries in transition) 

Effects of corruption are the "mirror" effects of what's happening in the economy. It appears that the quantity changes, but causes of corruption in different countries are similar.

Mira Grozdev presented her report on the specifications of corruption in the judicial sphere in transition countries. Using Bulgaria as a case study, she emphasised that nothing will change while the administrative apparatus stays the same, as has been the case in most of the post-Soviet regime countries.

Kermit Bye started his presentation with statistical numbers and an introduction into the American judicial system. He mentioned that even the United States' system is not free of corruption and described examples from history where lawyers were sitting in the courts where the cases were decided.

After the panel discussions, Mr. Jan Kutylowski from the Buskemd College in Norway had a chance to present an outline of research on the correlation between various factors pertaining to corruption activities.

Discussion

The presentations were followed up with a discussion, with questions asked by the delegates from Ecuador, Cameron, TI Denmark and Nepal.

The representative from Cameron posed a question on how to address the situation of badly-written laws. Mr. Bye replied that writing laws is not the priority of judges, but the wise implementation of the laws, which would create a precedent, is.

During the discussion, Ivars Krievans, a professional from Minnesota who has worked in Latvia, noted that the security of tenure is not always the solution to the problem, as it was mentioned before.

Much attention was paid to the fact that poverty is a breeding ground for corruption, and that the solution therefore lies in reducing poverty. There is no question that countries with the highest levels of corruption are the poorest in the world.

It was discussed that bribery is the most common form of corruption, although there are others, ranging from the influence of relatives and friends of prosecutors and judges through sexual favours to other favours such as financing children's studies at home or abroad, cars, tourist trips, etc.

When an inefficient and corrupt judicial system cannot guarantee the just resolution of a conflict, one valid course of action for citizens is to denounce the situation publicly in the press. Serious media have always played an important role in this regard. In some cases, however, the press, especially the "yellow press", is used to pressure judges to issue improper rulings.

