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Vicente Fox Quesada:

Good Morning, Mr. Peter Eigen, Chairman of the Transparency International Board, Mr. Kevin Ford, Chairman of the Council, International Anti-Corruption Conference, Mr. Michal Burian, Executive Director of Transparency International, friends, ladies and gentleman. It is a privilege to take part in the closing session of this Tenth International Anti-Corruption Conference. I would like to thank Transparency International for inviting me to address this prestigious forum. I would like to take advantage of this valuable opportunity to talk about the fight against corruption that my administration has undertaken since I took office as President of Mexico on December 1, 2000.

Today in Mexico, transparency and accountability by the government are a concrete reality, an unequivocal response to the demands and deepest aspirations of Mexican society. On July 2 of last year, Mexico began a new stage in its history. On that day, the Mexicans' democratic vocation, as well as their decision to cast aside dead weights and backlogs such as corruption were freely expressed at the ballot box. Due to that vocation, Mexicans enjoy the fundamental values of a democratic society: freedom of confession, freedom of speech, tolerance, pluralism and respect for diversity. These values, these freedoms have given a new impetus to the will of citizens to take part in the definition and execution of government policies, government transparency and government accountability. This is a participation that my administration encourages because based on this climate of cooperation between all Mexicans, we can confront the numerous deficiencies our nation still faces.

There is no doubt that great human potential and a profound disposition for change and progress exist in Mexico today, as well as an active civil society and institutions in the process of consolidating. They will enable us to overcome the problems coming from a lack of a proper balance between the branches of government and effective mechanisms for citizens to monitor public management. In Mexico, there is now a true system of checks and balances among branches of government that we didn't have before. And today, there is an autonomous and effective control over the executive branch. The democratic legitimacy that Mexico's current government enjoys offers a historic opportunity to do away with corruption once and for all with the support of all sectors of society. Today, both our own people and foreigners are witnesses of the progressive assimilation of a culture of transparency. This has undoubtedly been a powerful incentive to strengthen democratic institutions, to restore the trust that should exist between those who are governing and those who are governed and of course to correct any distortions in the exercise of public functions.

My administration is determined to promote and consolidate this culture of transparency as one of our highest priorities. We are therefore creating favorable conditions over such culture flourishes. On the one hand ethics of responsibility, integrity and abidance by the law on the part of public servants and on the other, greater intense participation and vigilance, supervision on the part of citizens. All this within a legal and judicial framework which, while punishing illicit acts appropriately, also prevents them. A legal framework that gives certainty to citizens includes efficient mechanisms for monitoring and control of government actions and for reporting and punishing acts of corruption by public servants.

We want everybody to feel safe, always safe, on the streets of Mexico. In order to achieve that goal we have to start cleaning the house. We have to start implementing specific programs to put an end to corruption within Mexican police corps and security institutions. There is no way how we can do our work out on the street to combat organized crime, to combat narco-trafficking if it is not through a police corps that is honest and has ethical values. We have assumed the commitment to return to public administration its original and essential character in its public nature and its vocation for service. This requires a more efficient and transparent accountability, as well as guarantees for citizens to have access to information. We are submitting in the near future, in the following weeks, an information and transparency law to Congress. We are therefore developing a strategy based on three lines of action. First of all, the development of methods and procedures to enable us to reliably appraise the dimensions and scope of the problem of corruption in Mexico. This has involved systematizing and integrating various measuring instruments, evaluating their effectiveness and seeking mechanisms that make it possible to carry out investigations independently and objectively. The second line of action consists of consolidating a national system of effective control which has demanded establishing closer ties of collaboration with the other branches of government, redesigning responsibilities to facilitate transparency and accountability, and promoting the improvement of current legislation. A third line of action of enormous importance is the incorporation of new political and social players into the crusade we have undertaken against corruption. To that end we have improved the mechanisms for citizensÂ´ participation for we want to increase the capacity of observation, supervision and monitoring of government affairs on the part of civil society. Today in Mexico, in the ten months we've been in government, a hundred and twenty-four non-governmental organizations, organizations of civil society have already been empowered to act as social controllers and to ensure the transparency of government actions.

We are waging a major battle against corruption. Not only in programs and corrective measures designed to put an end, to immediately stop the problem, but also by putting emphasis on preventive aspects, such as the promotion of a civic culture. With the aid of entrepreneurial and business chambers and occasional institutions, universities, civic associations, non-governmental organizations, the media and the press, the objective is to create a clear awareness of the need to adapt codes of ethical and civic conduct that are firmly based on law so as to closely link society with this battle. My administration has also set in motion a national program for transparency and the fight against corruption in all spheres of the federal executive branch. Today in Mexico, this fight against corruption is not the responsibility of a single ministry but of the whole structure of government and every one of its dependencies. We have electronic systems for preventing irregular or corrupt practices in government purchases, which we call "compra-net" and in the formalities that citizens carry out that the government calls "cramita-net". We also have a system known as "declara-net", which enables public servants to annually present their declaration of assets in order to prevent them, by means of appropriate and full control, from illegitimately increasing their assets. All these programs form part of a comprehensive fight against corruption, in which we have involved the different levels of government, the political parties, non-governmental organizations and society in general. In order to ensure lawfulness in government purchases, the Mexican Chapter of Transparency International, together with all the non-governmental organizations overlooks and supervises the contracts and the allocation process.

We are well aware that in order to be effective, our crusade against corruption requires full participation of all social sectors. True democracies are glass houses open to public scrutiny, transparent and reliable, therefore democratic governments need citizens' participation in the support of national and international non-governmental organizations to carry out proper monitoring of the conduct of government affairs.

Regarding the aforementioned point, I would like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation for the work being done by the Mexican Chapter of Transparency International headed by Federico Reyes Heroles. Its active promotion of an ethical view of public administration, together with its preparation of a series on corruption in Mexico and the dissemination of their results are highly valuable contributions to our public life. The Mexican Chapter of Transparency International is carrying out a survey on corruption, soon to be published in Mexico. Mexico is convinced that the annual indexes presented by Transparency International prepared in collaboration with the bodies of its national chapters are of prime importance in the fight against corruption. They constitute a major, and at times severe reminder of the deficiencies that must be overcome. Mexico has moved from the 59th place on the Transparency International list down to the 51st. We are sure that by the time the next meeting of this organization takes place we will have made further progress along these lines.

I am convinced that the relationship between non-governmental organizations and governments must become increasingly closer, and always based on constructive criticism. This involves a mutual learning process that must have its immediate objective in a better and more responsible management of public administration. Together with a greater participation of society in the scrutiny of government activities, what is also required is the firm determination of all groups and sectors to wipe out every vestige of corruption. In particular it is essential that the private sector also demonstrates its commitment and acceptance of a shared responsibility. We cannot and will not allow the latter to resort to vices that the society condemns and that have pernicious effects on the overall economic and political life of the country.

Combatting corruption also requires the collaboration of all groups abroad that are committed to the ethical exercise of government. Their support and viewpoints are of great value to a government which like that of Mexico is determined to put an end to corruption. In this effort we will also want to play a very active role in defining the standards and rules to be generally observed among nations and in fighting corruption in all its forms. We are fully aware of the importance of combining our efforts on the domestic front with an active participation in multilateral fora. Consequently, in a vision of being a part of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption and the Convention on Combatting Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in International Trade Transactions, Mexico will take an active part in the negotiations over the adoption of the United Nations Convention Against Corruption. Our government hopes that this convention will penalize a wide range of acts of corruption in the international arena, including the active and passive bribery of government officials, illicit enrichment, influence peddling, the abuse of government possessions, money laundering, and the fraudulent use or concealment of assets acquired through an act of corruption.

In that context we will make every effort to see that the future convention also contains very efficient follow-up and control mechanisms. This is particularly important in the entrepreneural ambit, as well as in the international arena. This has been reflected on the level of foreign investment that is expected this year in Mexico to exceed USD 50 billion, which will put us among the first places at the world level as regards attraction of investment. This is one more reason why we should work in the international arena to ensure transparency. In the final analysis, this signifies confidence and trust not only in our economy, but also in our laws and their full application. By no means do we regard these figures as cause for self-complacency. We are in the process of adopting a series of regional and international instruments which together will offer great security for our own people and for those from other countries who decide to visit, reside, or invest in our country.

Amigas, amigos, Mexico is convinced that transparency, democracy and development are the links of the same chain. Transparency in particular in promoting the exercise of public functions in keeping with the law contributes to reducing inequality and discrimination. We therefore believe that the consolidation of democracy and accountability throughout the world should be the foundation of a new, more just and stable international system. In this ambitious course of action we Mexicans have set commitments for ourselves.

We support the declaration that this conference has just issued without reservations. We reiterate our commitments to the ideals that inspired the work of Transparency International, and express our full confidence and our willingness to work together to combat corruption in Mexico and throughout the world. My administration is the expression of the people's will for change, the people's will for transparency and accountability.

I am fully aware of the responsibility this implies for my collaborators and myself, but also of the commitments this implies for Mexican society which once again will have to find its deepest values, its strategic reserves on those values, the values of a nation of men and women who are all bright, free, tolerant, open to the world, that are specifically needy of this transparency, this accountability, this eradication. Thank you very much.

